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1  — EPA  chief  tells  Boozman:  Agency  did  not  shirk  responsibility  in  mine  spill.  Ark  Democrat  Gazette,  9/16/2015 

http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2015/sep/16/epa-chief-tells-boozman-agencv-did-not-shirk-respo/ 

The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  dismissed  complaints  Wednesday  by  Republican  lawmakers  that 
her  agency  downplayed  the  seriousness  of  a toxic  mine  spill  that  fouled  rivers  in  three  Western  states.  EPA 
Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  called  the  spill  caused  by  her  agency  "tragic  and  unfortunate"  and  said  the  EPA  has 
taken  responsibility  to  ensure  that  3 million  gallons  of  rust-colored  sludge  released  into  Colorado's  Animas  River  is 
cleaned  up. 


2  — Study:  Air  pollution  kills  3.3  million  worldwide,  may  double,  AP  News,  9/16/2015 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energv/article/Studv-Air-pollution-kills-3-3-million-worldwide- 

6508743.php 

Air  pollution  is  killing  3.3  million  people  a year  worldwide,  according  to  a new  study  that  includes  this  surprise: 
Farming  plays  a large  role  in  smog  and  soot  deaths  in  industrial  nations. 


3 - Some  researchers  recommend  moving  Mississippi's  mouth  north  to  English  Turn  or  Port  Sulphur,  according  to 
The  Lens,  Times  Picayune,  9/16/2015 

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/09/some  researchers  recommend  mov.htmiffincart  river 
Move  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  north  to  English  Turn  or  Port  Sulphur  and  abandon  communities  to  their 
south  to  preserve  other  populated  areas  to  their  north,  say  one  of  several  teams  of  coastal  engineering  and 
sustainability  experts  that  have  participated  in  a two-year  design  competition,  according  to  The  Lens. 

4 — St.  Tammany  Parish  to  accept  household  hazardous  waste  Oct.  31,  Times  Picayune,  9/16/15 

http://www.politico.eom/tipsheets/morning-energv/2015/09/morning-energv-animus-over-animas-moniz-takes-the-stage- 

210228 

St.  Tammany  Parish  residents  can  get  rid  of  their  household  hazardous  waste  — including  batteries,  paint  and 
electronic  equipment  - on  Oct.  31  at  the  parish  government  complex  on  Koop  Drive  north  of  Mandeville.  The  parish's 
Department  of  Environmental  Services  will  host  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Day  from  9 a.m.  to  2 p.m. 

5 — Nordheim  residents  travel  to  Austin,  protest  waste  site,  Victoria  Advocate,  9/15/2015 

https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/2015/sep/15/nordheim-residents-travel-to-austin-protest-waste-/ 

Clad  in  yellow  shirts  reading  "Concerned  About  Pollution,"  Nordheim  residents  piled  onto  a bus  in  the  predawn  hours 
Tuesday  to  protest  an  oil  field  waste  site  proposed  a quarter-mile  from  their  town.  They  arrived  home  with  a sliver  of 
hope. 

6 — Inside  Blue  Bell:  Grime  and  discontent,  Houston  Chron,  9/14/2015 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/lnside-Blue-Bell-Grime-and-discontent- 
6499325.  php?t=9444el70f2&cmpid=twitter-premium 

Benjamin  Ofori  sometimes  watched  a mush  of  strawberries  and  pecans  flow  into  an  ice  cream  tank  even  after  his 
production  line  at  Blue  Bell  had  been  scrubbed.  Low  water  pressure  and  temperature  hampered  Sabien  Colvin's 
cleanup  efforts  at  the  plant. 
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7 — Climate-forced  migrations  and  prospect  of  refugee  crises  concern  experts,  Texas  Climate  News,  9/16/2015 

http://texasclimatenews.org/?p=11305 

Migration  and  refugees  are  two  words  that  have  been  much  in  the  news  lately.  The  migration  crisis  in  Europe,  with 
thousands  of  desperate  people  flooding  into  that  continent  from  Syria  and  other  troubled  nations,  is  gripping  the 
world's  attention 

8-  EPA  Proposed  Rule  Could  Resurrect  Confusing  Test  for  Air  Permitting,  Texas  Lawyer,  9/16/2015 

http://www.texaslawver.com/id=1202737385197/EPA-Proposed-Rule-Could-Resurrect-Confusing-Test-for-Air- 

Permitting#ixzz3m0VxTsXJ 

George  C.  Hopkins  is  a partner  in  and  Jay  Rothrock  is  a senior  associate  with  Vinson  & Elkins  in  Washington  D.C.  Eric 
Groten  is  a partner  in  the  firm  in  Austin.  In  an  August  2015  proposed  rulemaking  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  that  is 
otherwise  directed  at  amending  new  source  performance  standards  for  the  oil  and  gas  industry,  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  also  asked  for  public  comment  on  a seemingly-innocuous  definition  that  in  fact  has 
important  consequences  for  differentiating  minor  from  major  sources  for  permitting  under  the  act. 

9 — Keystone  and  crude  oil  surprisingly  similar  fights.  Politico,  9/17/2015 

http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/morning-energv/2015/09/pro-morning-energv-wolff-21Q261 
While  these  two  policy  disputes  have  obvious  differences  in  content,  they  bear  marked  similarities.  With  the  House 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  set  to  vote  today  on  a bill  to  lift  a 40-year-old  ban  on  crude  oil  exports,  Elana  Schor 
considers  how  the  export  backers  and  opponents  are  rolling  out  many  of  their  old  talking  points  in  the  current 
debate:  "At  the  heart  of  the  pro-exports  campaign  is  a national  security  argument  broadly  similar  to  the  case  for 
Keystone,  which  would  mostly  carry  crude  extracted  from  oil  sands  deposits  in  Alberta,  Canada. 

10  — NM  leaders  push  for  tougher  federal  mining  law,  KOAT,  9/16/2015 

http://www.koat.com/news/nm-leaders-push-for-tougher-federal-mining-law/35313462 

In  the  wake  of  the  Animas  River  spill.  New  Mexico  leaders  are  pushing  for  federal  mining  reform.  Sen.  Tom  Udall  and 
Sen.  Martin  Heinrich  spoke  before  two  congressional  committees  in  Washington  Wednesday. 

11 — TCEQ  Thinks  Golden  Algae  is  Killing  Fish,  Big  Country,  9/16/2015 

http://www.bigcountrvhomepage.com/news/tceq-thinks-golden-algae-is-killing-fish 

Another  environmental  agency  has  concluded  a naturally-occurring  organism  is  likely  killing  fish  in  a local  creek. 

The  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  launched  an  investigation  in  Breckenridge,  Texas  after  they  were 
notified  of  dead  fish  surfacing  in  the  Gonzales  Creek  that  runs  through  town.  The  presence  of  an  oily  substance  was 
also  noted. 

12  — Will  new  EPA  rules  force  AEPCO  shutdown?.  Will  Cox  Range,  9/16/2015 

http://www.willcoxrangenews.com/news/article  aal028b0-5be8-lle5-8058-lfllecbe8eff.html 
While  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's  carbon  dioxide  emissions  standards  for  Arizona  were  greatly  eased  from 
its  original  proposal  to  its  Clean  Power  Plan  final  rule,  some  electric  cooperatives  are  wary  that  the  new  regulations 
will  impact  the  Apache  Generating  Station  in  Cochise. 
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Dana  Cole  dana.cole@willcoxrangenews.com  j 0 comments 

Cochise  — while  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency’s 
carbon  dioxide  emissions  standards  for  Arizona  were 
greatly  eased  from  its  original  proposal  to  its  Clean 
Power  Plan  final  rule,  some  electric  cooperatives  are  wary 
that  the  new  regulations  will  impact  the  Apache  Generating 
Station  in  Cochise. 

“There’s  a very  good  possibility  that  either  the  plant  will  have  to 
be  shut  down  or  will  have  to  be  used  in  a reduced  manner  to  meet 
those  carbon  goals,”  Duncan  Val  ley  Electric  Cooperative  Genera! 
Manager  Steve  Lunt  said. 

Graham  County  Electric  Cooperative  in  Pima,  Duncan  Valley 
Electric  Cooperative  in  Duncan  and  Sulphur  Springs  Electric 
Cooperative  in  Willcox  are  members  of  Arizona  Electric  Power 
Cooperative,  which  owns  and  operates  the  605-megawatt  Apache 
Generating  Station.  AEPCO,  along  with  Southwest  Transmission 
Cooperative  and  Sierra  Southwest  Cooperative  Services 
collectively  make  up  Arizona  G&T Cooperatives.  The  cooperatives 
are  all  not-for-profit,  member-owned  entities. 

The  final  rule  has  Arizona  reducing  its  C02  emissions  between 
2022  and  2029  down  to  average  1,173  pounds  per  megawatt  hour 
produced  with  a final  goal  in  2030  of  1,031  pounds  per  megawatt 
hour  produced,  a reduction  of  29  percent  from  current  production. 

In  addition  to  a reduced  mandated  reduction  percentage,  the  EPA 
also  extended  states’  time-line  for  compliance  from  2020  to 
2022,  allowing  the  Arizona  Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
more  time  to  adhere  to  the  State  Implementation  Plan. 

According  to  the  Clean  Power  Plan,  states  must  develop  and 
implement  plans  that  ensure  the  power  plants  in  their  state  — 
either  individually,  together  or  in  a combination  with  other 
measures  — achieve  the  equivalent  of  the  interim  C02 
performance  rates  between  2022  and  2029  and  the  final  rate  in 
2030.  It’s  in  that  capacity,  when  lawmakers  and  ADEQ  officials 

http://www.wil  Icoxrang  enews.com/news/article_aa1028b0-5be8- 1 1 e5-8058-  1f1 1 ecbe8eff.html 


Ainslee  S.  Wittig 
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Apache  Generating  Station 

U.S.  Rep.  Martha  McSal  ly,  R-Ariz., 

learns  about  plant  operations  at 
Apache  Generating  Station  from  the 
utility’s  Director  of  Power  Production 
Mike  Nelson  during  a February  tour. 
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analyze  the  final  rule  and  determine  how  best  it  will  be  integrated 
into  the  State  Implementation  Plan,  that  the  fate  of  the 
generating  station  will  likely  be  determined,  according  to 
Arizona’s  G&T Cooperatives  Communications  & Public  Relations 
Manager  Geoff  Oldfather.  He  said  while  it  will  likely  bean  uphill 
battle  requiring  a significant  investment  no  matter  what  form  the 
implementation  plan  takes,  Arizona’s  G&T  Cooperative 
representatives  will  make  sure  the  rural  cooperatives  are  heard. 

“We’re  going  to  be  working  very,  very  diligently  with  the  Arizona 
Department  of  Environmental  Equality  to  ensure  that  a State 
Implementation  Plan  takes  our  concerns  into  account,”  he  said. 

“ADEQ  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  understanding  our  situation; 
they’re  not  going  to  leave  out  the  rural  guys.  That’s  not  going  to 
happen,  but  we  have  to  work  very  close  with  them  to  make  sure 
that  both  we  and  they  understand  the  very  technical  details  of  the 
Clean  Power  Plan  in  its  final  form  and  how  we’re  going  to  craft  a 
State  Implementation  Plan  that  we  can  work  with.” 

Basically,  the  future  viability  of  the  Apache  Generating  Station  will 
not  be  known  until  the  State  Implementation  Plan  is  finalized. 

“We’re  working  to  try  and  determine  the  impact  of  the  final  rule 
as  they  apply  (it)  to  us,  and  then  we  can  relay  that  information  to 
ADEQ,”  Oldfather  said.  “The  other  utilities  are  doing  the  same.  It’s 
going  to  impact  everyone  differently  because  we  all  have 
different  resources,  different  generation  mix,  so  the  impacts  are 
going  to  vary.  It’s  up  to  us  to  make  sure  that  we  give  ourselves 
and  state  regulators  an  accurate  picture  — once  we  break  the 
rule  down  — so  that  then  they  have  that  once  they  start  to 
develop  their  plan.” 

Lunt  and  Graham  County  Electric  Cooperative  General  Manager 
Steve  Lines  both  were  in  agreement  that  the  new  regulations 
push  too  far  and  will  be  a hardship  and  detriment  to  member 
users,  who  will  likely  face  increased  costs  for  electric  power 
because  of  it. 

“It’s  going  to  be  a bad  deal,”  Lines  said. 

The  Apache  Generating  Station  is  currently  in  the  process  of  a $32 
million  conversion  of  its  Steam  Unit  2 from  coal  to  pipeline 
natural  gas.  The  project  is  scheduled  to  be  complete  in  2017. 

Lines  said,  “We’ve  put  a lot  of  cost  into  these  coal  plants  based 
on  what  the  regulations  were,  and  now  all  of  a sudden  they’re 
saying,  1n  spite  of  all  that  money  you’ve  thrown  at  it,  too  bad. 

Now  you’ve  just  lost  the  money.’  And  our  ratepayers  are  the  ones 
(who)  are  going  to  have  to  pay  for  that.  They’re  going  to  have  to 
pay  for  some  plant  that  is  not  being  used.  Nobody  wants  to  pay 
for  a car  that  they  don’t  get  to  use  or  pay  for  a house  they  don’t 
get  to  use,  but  here  we  are  being  forced  into  paying  for  a plant 
that  won’t  be  used  . . . When  somebody  makes  an  investment  to 
produce  electricity,  they  should  be  able  to  at  least  use  it  for  its 
useful  life  and  then  say,  ‘OK,  after  that  point,  no  more,  or  you  have 
to  change  the  plan.’  But  don’t  let  somebody  get  mid-stream  and 
then  just  be,  ‘Oh  yeah,  by  the  way,  we  told  you  that  was  the  best 
option  back  then,  but  now  it’s  not,  so  too  bad  for  all  the  money 
you  invested.’  It  hurts  the  ratepayer,  it  hurts  the  economy,  it  hurts 
jobs,  and  it  just  affects  a lot  of  things.” 

Oldfather  said  Arizona  G&T  Cooperatives  is  not  against 
regulation,  it  just  would  like  to  see  it  be  sensible. 

“We  want  to  find  ways  to  comply,”  he  said.  “We  need  regulation 
that  is  affordable  and  realistic . . . The  generation  and 
transmission  cooperative  has  done  its  best  to  comply  with 
ongoing  and  proposed  regulation  as  it  develops,  and  that  hasn’t 

http://www.wil  Icoxrang  enews.com/news/article_aa1028b0-5be8- 1 1 e5-8058-  1f1 1 ecbe8eff.html  2/4 
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changed.  We  want  to  find  ways  to  comply;  we  just  need  time  and 
it  needs  to  be  affordable  — both  for  us  and  the  people  who  take 
our  salary,”  Oldfathersaid. 

He  said  it  will  likely  take  about  a year  for  the  State 
Implementation  Plan  to  be  finalized,  and  only  then  will  the  future 
of  the  Apache  Generating  Station  truly  be  known. 
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(BRECKENRIDGE,  TX)  - Another  environmental  agency  has  concluded  a naturally-occurring  organism  is  likely  killing  fish  in  a local  creek. 

The  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  launched  an  investigation  in  Breckenridge,  Texas  after  they  were  notified  of  dead  fish  surfacing  in  the  Gonzales 
Creek  that  runs  through  tovm.  The  presence  of  an  oily  substance  was  also  noted. 

TCEQ  staff  met  with  a Game  Warden,  surveyed  the  situation,  and  determined  there  was  no  evidence  of  a spill  or  chemical  contamination.  They  found  fifty  dead  fish  in 
total  and  many  others  \A«re  struggling. 

They’ve  concluded  the  situation  is  probably  the  result  of  a golden  algae  bloom.  The  Texas  Parks  and  Wildlife  Departrr^nt  says  golden  algae  "is  a single-celled 
organism  that  lives  in  water.  It  occurs  worldwide,  primarily  in  coastal  waters,  but  it's  also  found  in  rivers  and  lakes.  It  doesn't  always  cause  problems,  but  \Atten  it 
"blooms"  (enters  a phase  of  rapid  growth  and  reproduction)  this  alga  can  produce  toxins  that  cause  fish  kills.  The  toxins  affect  organisms  that  have  gills:  all  types  of 
fish,  freshiAater  mussels  and  clams,  and  the  gill-breathing  juvenile  stage  of  frogs  and  other  amphibians." 

The  official  test  results  have  not  been  returned,  but  preliminary  tests  are  indicative  of  the  TCEQ's  suspicions.  BigCountryHomepage  will  let  you  knowiAtien  the  official 
results  come  in. 
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• Gravel  spill  closes 
northbound  1-25  at  Aiarreda 


FARM  INGTON,  In  the  vt® ke  of  the 

Animas  River  spill,  New  Mexico  leaders  are 
^ pushing  for  federal  mining  reform. 


MW  ^srtin  Heinrich  spoke 

before  two  congressionai  committees  in 
Washington  Wednesday. 


"Abandoned  mines  in  the  West  are  a ticking  time 
■ bomb,”  said  Udail. 

Crews  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
were  clearing  the  abandoned  Gold  King  Mine 
when  they  sent  three  million  gallons  of  bright  orange  mine  waste  into 
the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers. 

Udail  and  Heinrich  are  working  with  Rep.  Ben  Ray  Lujan  to  introduce 
two  different  bills  this  week. 
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The  first  would  require  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  to 
compensate  the  Navajo  Nation  and  other  communities  in  northwestern 
New  Mexico  that  were  impacted  by  the  spill. 
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^ NM  fireffghters  return  from  disaster  will  continue  to  affect  the  Navajo  Nation  for  a 

West  Coast  fires  , „ , , , „ . , , , . , 

very  long  time,  Udall  said  at  an  Indian  Affairs  hearing. 

The  EPA  took  responsibility  for  the  spill,  but  Udall  said  they  are  not  the  only  ones  to  blame. 


"I  believe  in  the  principle,  the  polluter  pays,’' 
said  Udall. 

A second  bill  would  require  mining 
corporations  to  pay  royalties  for  hard  rock 
minerals,  like  gold,  silver,  copper,  and 
uranium. 

According  to  Udall,  coal,  oil  and  gas 


:ompanies  have  paid  a similar  royalty  for  decades. 


The  bill  would  also  allow  third  parties  to  help  clean  up  mine  sites  and  would  also  require  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  all  of  the  abandoned  mine  sites  in  the  country,  along  with  a plan  to  clean 
them  up. 

The  changes  would  be  the  first  change  to  the  federal  mining  law  since  1872. 


Share  59  | | Tweet  !-^  5 | G+1  1 


Copyright  201 5 by  KOAT.com  AH  rights  reserved.  This  rmterial  trey  not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  redistributed. 
TAGS  Animas  River  Gold  King  Mine  Spill 


Comrents 


Print 


Advertisin'g 


Offers  from  Around  the  Web 


Adsby  Adblade 


Click  here  to  find  out  how  older  You  Must  See  These  Hilarious  #1  Predictor  Of  Diabetic 
men  are  safely  & naturally  Embarrassing  Photos!  Amputation 


boosting  free  testosterone. 
SLX180 


Daily  Lifestyle 


Simple  Blood  Sugar  Fix 


RBOOMMENDED 

FTCMICAT 

» Tsunami  alerts  issued  after  massive  Chile  quake 
KOAT.com 

^ Celt  phone  video  shows  bus  driver  beat  down 
KOAT.com 

^ Re q u e s t To  Move  J a m e s Boyd  Tr  i a 1 
KOAT.com 

^ Dad  beats  indecent  exposure  sus pect 
KOAT.com 

• Corrections  official:  Gang  activity  in  NM 
overwhelming 
KOAT.com 


FRMPKXjmimrm 


F^romoted  LirAs  by  TabDola 


The  Most  Hilarious,  Amazing, 
Pe rfect ty  T imed  P i x Ta k e n At... 
[Well  Timed  Photos] 


A Wife  Finds  A Loophole  For 
He r H u s ba nd ' s (Breed y Dyi ng... 
[Little  Budha] 


10  quick  healthy  weight  loss 

tips 

[Girl  Topics] 


http://www.kDat.com/news/nm-leaders-push-for-tougher-federal-mining-law/35313462 


2/4 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00010 


9/17/2015 


NM  leaders  push  for  tougher  federal  mining  law|  New  Mexico  News  - KOAT  Home 


fMivi  ;3ra  among  states  wnere  women-  most  \me\y 

to  get  murdered 
KOAT.com 


CX3MMENTS 

Tne  viewsexpre^d  are  not  thos  of  thissite.  this  station  or  its  affiliated  companies.  By  posting  your  comments  you  agree  to  accept 
ourtermsof  uk. 


0 Comments  KOAT 


Ml  Login  ▼ 


Recommend  n Share 


Sort  by  Best  ▼ 


Start  the  discussion . . . 


Be  the  first  to  comment. 


dz  SPONSORED 


S Subscribe  (j  Add  Disqus  to  your  site  g Privacy 


Latest  from  HO\T 


News 

Weather 

u local 
On-  TV 


FEA^TlfED 


APS  board  approves 
new  PARCC  opt  out 
forms 
36min 

WATCH 


V\£AThBR 


Albuquerque,  NM 
Alerts  (0) 
Closings  (0) 
Radar 

MCRE 


Adv  ertisin-g 


LATESThBiOLilSES 


GOP  debate  ratings  appear  to  set  new  CNN 
record  smin 

Wednesday's  GOP  debate  appears  to  be  the  highest-rated 
event  in  CNN's  history,  according  to  preliminaryNielsen  ratings. 
The  prime  time  debate  averaged  a 14.7  household  rating, 
indicating  that  1 in  7 American  homes  with  TVs  tuned  in.These 
are  NFL-lev...  Read  More  » 


After  clock  arrest,  Ahmed  Muhamed  to  visit  Obama  4min 
What  a Fed  rate  hike  would  mean  for  you  9mm 
Turd  Ferguson'  makes  it  to  real  'Jeopardy'  ISmin 
MCRE 


http://www.koat.com/news/nm-leaders-push-for-toug  her-federal- mining -I aw/3531 3462 


3/4 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00011 


9/17/2015 


NM  leaders  push  for  tougher  federal  mining  law|  New  Mexico  News  - KOAT  Home 


HOiaiCKS 


KCATAIbuciLeiiue 


©2015,  Hearst 
Properties  Inc.  on 
behalf  of  KOAT-TV. 


DBJmim 
■ ■■  ■ ■:  / 

“-A',;,;''-; 


STTiONS 
Maw  s 


Weather 


Auto  Showcase 


Albuquerque  New s 


Auto 


Marketplace 


TV^ATICN 

About  KOAT 


New  s Team 
KOAT  Jobs 


Contact  KOAT 


Captioning  Contacts 
Advertise 


SLICES 


Brail  Sign-Up 


RSS 


Video 


PARTiSB^ 


roits*  e'ovsrjn 


CNN 


if  i II « s ¥ ieimsion  me  0 i AK  AM  A m w%3 


wmmm 


http://www.kDat.com/news/nm-leaders-push-for-toug  her-federal- mining -I aw/3531 3462 


4/4 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00012 


9/17/2015 


Keystone  and  crude  oil  surprisingly  similar  fights  - POLITICO 


□ 


- 

h 5m/4-  ◄4+8-  ? 

The  one-stop  source  for  energy  and  environment  news 


46.  -<>./  9®=?<  <3dB1$X7®<C8l2>= 

n?4  ^ JL  ll  ^ 

With  help  from  Darius  Dixon,  Darren  Goode,  and  Alex  Guillen 

CRUDE  EXPORTS  FIGHT  AND  KEYSTONE  BATTLE:  SEPARATED  AT 
Bl  RTH?  While  these  two  policy  disputes  have  obvious  differences  in  content,  they 
bear  marked  similarities.  With  the  House  Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  set  to 
vote  today  on  a bill  to  lift  a 40-year-old  ban  on  cru  deoil  exports,  ElanaSchor 
considers  how  theexport  backersand  opponents  are  rolling  out  manyof  theirold 
talking  points  in  thecurrent  debate:  "At  the  heart  of  the  pro-exports  campaign  isa 
national  security  argument  broadly  similar  to  the  case  for  Keystone,  which  would 
mostly  carry  crude  extracted  from  oil  sands  deposits  in  Alberta,  Canada.  Republicans 
and  industry  interests  pitch  securesuppliesof  both  U.S.  and  Canadian  oil  as  valuable 
geopolitical  assets  that  can  insulate  America  and  its  allies  from  threats  including 
Russian  aggression  in  the  Ukraineand  Iran's  imminent  return  to  theglobal  oil 
market.  Backersof  both  exports  and  Keystonealso  promise  job  creation  and  lower 
gasoline  prices  as  new  fuel  reachesthe  market,  whiletheiropponentswarn  that 
China  would  benefit  most  from  putting  all  that  newoil  on  theglobal  market."  Give  it 
a read:  http://politico.pro/1W4hQhn 

But  Republicans  pul  led  a big  energy  bill  from  the  meeting:  In  addition  to  the  crude 
oil  export  bill,  committee  Republicans  had  planned  on  marking  up  the  voluminous 
energy  bill.  But  yesterday  evening,  they  pulled  the  bill.  The  legislation  would  have 
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addressed  energy  security,  efficiency,  and  infrastructure,  among  other  issues.  An 
aide  told  ME,  "We  launched  this  process  overa  year  ago  and  while  we  have  made 
great  strides,  we  need  a little  more  time  as  negotiations  continue.  We  remain  on 
track  to  ensuring  our  policies  reflect  our  i ncredible  abundance."  Word  from  off  the 
hill  is  that  some  committee  Republicans  want  to  offer  amendments  regardless  of 
whether  they  have  Democratic  backing.  That  creates  an  impasse,  because  committee 
Chairman  Fred  Upton  promised  Ranking  MemberFrank  Pallonethat  they  would 
maintain  bipartisanship  in  thecommittee.  http:/ /bit.ly/1UW3EVh 

GOPDEBATE'SCLIMATE  MOMENT:  CNN's  GOPpresidential  candidate  debate 
didn't  delve  into  energy  issues,  except  fora  brief  exchange  where  Sen.  Marco  Rubio, 
and  govs  Chris  Christie  and  Scott  Walker  bonded  over  their  opposition  to  the  Obama 
adminstration's climate  regulations.  "Every  proposal  that  they're  going  to  put 
forward  are  proposals  that  are  going  to  make  it  harder  to  do  business  in  America,  that 
will  make  it  harder  to  create  jobs  in  America,"  Rubio  said.  "They  will  not  do  a thing  to 
lowerthe  riseof  thesea,  they  will  not  doathing  to  cure  the  drought  here  in 
California." 

Christie  deflected  an  attempt  byCNN  moderatorJake  Tapper  to  put  him  at  odds  with 
Rubio,  with  Tapper  cal  ling  Rubio  a "skeptic"  and  noting  that  Christie  believes  climate 
change  is  happening,  and  that  humans  help  contribute  to  it.  "I  don't  think  Senator 
Rubio's  askepticofclimate  change,  I think  what  Sen.  Rubiosaid  I agree  with,  that  in 
fact  we  don't  need  this  massive  government  intervention  to  deal  with  the  problem," 
Christie  responded. 

Fie  touted  that  he  was  the  only  Northeast  governor  to  pull  out  of  the  regional 
green  house  gas  initiative,  whileplugging  his  state's  solar,  natural  gas  and  nuclear 
powerplants.  "I  agree  with  Marco,  weshouldn't  be  destroying  oureconomy  to  chase 
some  wild,  left  wing  idea  that  somehow  us  by  ourselves  [are]  going  to  fix  the 
climate,"  Christie  said.  Walker — who  appeared  to  take  a shot  at  EPA  ozone 
regulations  — was  the  only  other  GOP  candidate  to  chi  me  in  before  Tapper  changed 
topics. 

IT'S  TFI URSDAY!  I'm  your  host,  Eric  Wolff,  and  today's  Morning  Energy  is  best 
described  by  Inigo  Montoya:  "No,  there  istoo  much.  Let  mesum  up. "Send energy- 
related  tips,  quips,  and  commentsat  ewolff@politico.com,  or  follow  uson  Twitter 
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@ericwolff,  @ Morn  ing_Energy,  and  @IPOLITICOPro. 

**  A message  from  TheCRUDE  Coalition:  American  consumersare benefiting 
from  the  lowest  gasoline  prices  anywhere  in  the  world  today.  That's  boosting 
household  budgetsand  the  wider  economy  by  billionsof  dollars.  Don't  raise  gasoline 
prices  by  shipping  US  crude  to  China.  See  what  American  voters  think  here. 
http://bit.ly/1Kdqt0D** 

POLITICO’S  WHAT  WORKS  D.C.:  Join  POLITICO  Magazine  for  the  next  in  their 
What  Works  series,  focusingon  thefutureof  Washington,  D.C.  Featured  speakers 
include:  Nashville  Mayor  Karl  Dean,  Delegated  Deputy  Secretary  John  King, 
Department  of  Education;  Karen  Mills,  former  administratorof  the  U.S.  Small 
Business  Administration  and  senior  fellow  at  Harvard  University;  and  more.  Find 
out  more  http;//politi.co/1LgPvkl  and  RSVP  here. 

EXXON  HAD  A CL  I MATE  RESEARCH  PROGRA  M — AND  BURI  ED  IT: 
Scientists  working  foroil  giant  Exxon  alerted  thecompany  to  the  dangersof  climate 
change  to  its  business  as  far  back  as  1977.  In  response,  thecompany  launched  a 
massive  research  effort  into  the  phenomena,  spending  millions,  only  to  bury  the 
program  and  turn  its  funding  to  climate  denial,  according  toafive-part  investigation 
by  Inside  CM  mate  News. 

Thesecond  part  of  the  series,  published  last  night,  focuseson  Exxon's  extensive 
climate  research  program,  "Bold  research  projects  were  not  uncommon  at  Exxon, 
which  in  the  1970s  considered  gradually  shifting  from  oil  to  become  a diversified 
energy  company.  Through  its  research  units,  Exxon  explored  ways  to  encourage 
more  efficient  consumption  of  petroleum  and  a wide  range  of  alternative  fuels.  After 
company  scientist  Elliot  Berman  found  a way  to  slash  thecost  of  making 
photovoltaicsolarcellsby  80  percent,  Exxon's  chairman  Clifton  Garvin  publicized 
how  he  heated  his  familyswimming  pool  with  solar  powertoshowsupport  for 
energy  diversification  ...  Exxon  delved  into  the  oceans'  role  by  installing  a state-of- 
the-art  lab  aboard  theEsso  Atlantic,  one  of  the  biggestsupertankersof  the  time ... 
After  a decade  of  frank  internal  discussionson  global  warming  and  conducting 
unbiased  studieson  it,  Exxon  changed  direction  in  1989  and  spent  more  than  20 
years  discrediting  the  research  itsown  scientists  had  once  confirmed."  Part  1: 
http://bit.ly/1QgHtHIR, Part 2:  http://bit.ly/1P0yytlVl 
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Twenty  climate  scientists  cal  led  for  RICO  investigation  in  a letter  to  Obama  and 
U.S.  Attorney  General  Loretta  Lynch.  The  scientists  argue  that  the  systemic  efforts  to 
prevent  thepublicfrom  understanding  climate  change  resembles  the  investigation 
undertaken  against  tobacco.  They  draw  inspiration  from  Sen.  Sheldon  Whitehouse 
who  said  on  the  Senate  floor  that  there  might  be  a similar  conspiracy  here,  and  a civil 
trial  could  provide  the  tools  of  discovery  needed  to  find  out.  http://bit.ly/1F3bue2 

FERC  KNOWS  Wl  NTER  ISCOM  I NG:  Grid  operators  from  all  across  the  country 
are  coming  in  to  brief  FERCon  plans  and  predictionsforthecoming  2015-2016 
winter.  The  nation  was  largely  spared  of  aconsecutive  visit  by  the  polar  vortices 
earlier  this  year  but  really,  who  can  predict  the  weather?  Fittingly,  FERC  leaders  are 
following  upon  a final  rule  seeking  to  better  coordinate  the  natural  gas  and  electric 
markets.  The  rule  went  into  effect  two  months  ago  but  the  Desert  Southwest  Pipeline 
Stakeholders,  which  includes  Arizona’s  utility  regulator  and  a number  of  power 
compan  ies,  fi  led  a reheari  ng  request  that  FERC  leaders  seem  poised  to  act  on  today. 
Not  too  much  else  raised  oureyebrowson  thescheduleforthe  upcoming  meeting, 
but  it’s  worth  noting  that  the  agenda  gives  birth  to  at  least  three  new  dockets, 
includingoneon  FERC’s  access  to  certai  n N ERC  databases.  Th  e meet  i n g starts  at  1 0 
a.m.  at  FERC  HQ:  888  First  St.  NE.  Webcast:  http:/ /bit.  ly/1vU2yyB 

Brace  yourself  for  FERC  lockdown.  In  addition  to  their  now-regular  marches 
during  monthly  meeting  days,  the  an  ti-FERC  crowd  has  also  been  protesting  outside 
theagency’s  headquarterssinceSept.  8,  fasting  in  opposition  to  anything  natural 
gas.  A D.C.  SuperiorCourt  judge  cleared  a Beyond  Extreme  Energy  activist  last 
month  of  unlawful  entry  in  to  FERC,  so  the  group  sent  a letter  to  FERCChairman 
Norman  Bay  via  the  head  ofsecurity  that  even  those  previously  excluded  from 
meetings  may  show  up  today.  One  of  the  activists  caught  Bay  and  FERC  General 
Counsel  Max  Minznery^terday  as  they  exited  thebuildingand  wroteabout  it.  “[H]e 
stopped  and  we  looked  each  other  in  the  eye.  He  told  me  that  he  respected  what  we 
were  doing  with  the  fast  and  the  commitment  it  showed  as  far  as  our  beliefs.  He  said 
hefelt  this  type  of  action  wasagood  typeof  action.  However,  he  wenton  tosay  that 
he  really  had  problems  with  us  disrupting  their  monthly  meetings  and  asked  if  we 
would  stop  doing  that.”  http:/ /bit.ly/1LyZ7D8 

Climate  activist  Bill  McKibben  cheered  thegroupon  last  night,  tweeting,  “Day9  for 
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brave  crew  fasting  outside  ffl=ERC  to  demand  an  end  to  new#fracked  gas 
i n f rast  r u ct  u re  #BXEFast  Th  a n k yo  u ! ” 

BILL  TO  PROVIDE  KRYPTON  I TE  TO  EPA'S  I M M UNITY:  Amidajoint  hearing 
by  the  House  committees  on  Natural  Resources  and  Oversight  and  Government 
Reform  set  to  take  place  today  overthe  Animas  River  spill,  Republican  Rep.  Lynn 
Westmoreland  will  introduceabill  to  takeaway  the  EPA's  I lability  shield.  The"No 
Exemptions  for  EPA  Act"  holds  EPA  liable  for  accidents  at  sites  the  agency  is  already 
cleaning  up.  Thebill  is  the  first  ofa  trio  Westmoreland  plansto  introduce, and  will  be 
followed  by  legislation  to  require  the  EPA  to  reimburse  the  Judgement  Fund  in  these 
cases,  and  another  requiring  the  Treasury  Department  to  provide  an  annual  report 
accounting  foragency  reimbursements.  Those  bills  are  scheduled  to  be  introduced 
later  i n September  and  i n early  October. 

EXELON  HOPES  MAYORBOWSER  WILL  GIVE  MERGER  NEW  L I FE: 
Opponents  of  the  Exelon  Corp.-Pepco  Holdings  merger  are  rallying  at  noon  today  in 
the  hopes  of  dissuading  D.C.  Mayor  Muriel  Bowser  from  considering  asettlement 
with  thecompanies.  At  least  three  city  council  members,  neighborhood  commission 
chairs  and  religious  figures,  among  others,  are  planning  to  speak,  organizers  say. 
Within  the  next  week,  Exelon  and  Pepco  are  expected  to  formally  ask  D.C.  regulators 
to  rethink  their  August  decision  to  reject  thecompanies’  merger  proposal  and  critics 
think  they’re  hoping  that  having  Bowseron  board  will  better  theirodds.  Given  the 
unequivocal  wording  of  the  D.C.  PublicService  Commission’s  decision,  color  ME 
skeptical  that  getting  backing  from  Bowser  will  sway  much.  The  rally  will  take  place 
at  Freedom  Plaza,  just  across  the  street  from  Bowser’s  office. 

MONIZ  #STANDWITH  AH  MED:  Energy  Secretary  Ernest  Moniz  tweeted  his 
support  for  Ahmed  Mohamed,  the  Texas  14-year-old  arrested  by  police  after  he 
brought  a clock  he'd  constructed  to  school.  The  Dallas  Morning  News,  which  broke 
thestory,said  Mohamed  had  a passion  forelectronicsand  robotics.  He  built  theclock 
and  brought  it  to  school.  When  his  English  teacher  got  a look  at  it,  she  decided  it 
looked  likeabomb.  Mo  hamed's  arrest  hasattracted  waves  of  support,  including  from 
Obama  and  Moniz.  In  his  tweet,  Monizwrote:  "Keep  it  up,  Ahmed.  Our 
#NationalLabs could  use  your  help  building  gadgets  likethisone: 
http:/ /bit.ly/IPPZSen,"  with  an  image  of  a camera  su  i table  for  h igh-powered 
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telescopes.  http://bit.ly/1Jcv829 

ME  FIRST:  STUDY  FINDS  VEH  ICLE  ELECTRIFICATION  COULD  CUT 
EM  ISSIONS  IN  FI  ALF:  The  Elect  he  Power  Research  Institute,  an  electriepower 
think  tank,  and  the  Natural  Resources  Defense  Counci  I,  an  environmental  non- 
profit, will  release  a report  today  arguing  that  ongoing  decarbonizing  of  the  electric 
grid,  existing  vehicle  efficiency  policies,  and  widespread  adoption  of  electric  vehicles 
could  reduce  emissions  by  48  percent  by  2050.  If  renewables  come  onto  the  grid  in  a 
big  way,  the  report  says  emissions  could  be  reduced  by  70  percent  over  the  same  time 
period. 

NEWS  ROUND  UP:  It's  a busy  Thursday! 

— The  American  Lung  Association  found  support  for  a methanerulein  apoll  it 
released  over  night.  The  poll  found  67  percent  ofvoters  favor  rules  to  limit  methane 
emissions,  inci  udi  ng  86  percent  of  Democrats,  72  percent  of  Independents,  and  47 
percent  of  Republicans.  The  poll  was  conducted  by  Greenberg  Quinlan  Rosner 
Research  and  has  a 3.3  percent  margin  of  error,  http:/ /bit.ly/UceSxc 

— Oil  and  gasdevelopmentand  greater  sage  grouse  habitat  don'toverlap  much, 
according  to  a report  the  Western  Values  Project  will  release  today.  "The  proposed 
BLM  plans  will  havea  very  minimal  effecton  theenergy  industry." 

— Green  building  groups  says  green  construction  added  $167  billion  to  GDP 
between  2011  and  2014,  according  to  a report  from  the  U.S.  Green  Building  Counci  I 
out  yesterday.  Thegroup,  which  advocates  for  energy  efficient  and  sustainable 
construction  through  its  LEED  program,  found  that  environmentally  sustainable 
construction  supported  2.1  million  jobsoverthat  period.  Thestudy  forcaststhat  the 
industry  will  add$303.4billion  in  GDP  between  2015and2018. 
http://bit.ly/1iiqFFk 

— Pencils  down,  today  is  the  last  day  to  tell  the  BL  M how  you  feel  about  coal 
leases.  The  rule  changes  would  require  coal  companies  mining  on  public  land  to  pay 
more  for  their  leases. 

— Murray  Energy  will  pay  $3.3  million  to  resolve  1,753  violations  issued  to  five 
mines  when  the  sites  were  owned  byCONSOL  Energy  and  later  purchased  by  Murray. 
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The  settlement  was  approved  by  an  administrative  law  judge  from  the  Federal  Mine 
Safety  and  Health  Review  Commission,  according  to  the  Mine  Safety  and  Health 
Administration. 

— President  Barack  Obama  called  Calif.  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  yesterday  to  express 
continued  federal  support  in  fighting  the  wildfires  ravaging  the  state.  The  president 
said  his  administration  will  continue  to  work  closely  with  thestateto  prepare  forthe 
impacts  of  climate  change.  Brown  has  long  pointed  to  theCaliforniadrought  and  the 
wi  Idfi  res  ravagi  ng  h is  state  as  evidence  for  how  cl  i mate  change  is  affect  i ng  h is  state 
now. 

— The  White  House  threatens  to  vetoan  environmental  review  streamlining  bill. 
Theadministration  believes  H.R.  348,  "Responsibly  And  Professionally  Invigorating 
Development  Act  of2015  or  the  RAPID  Act",  would  only  lead  to  more  litigation. 

QUICK  HITS 

— "Tighter  EmissionsStandards  Vex  Car  Makers,  ExciteComponent  Suppliers",  WSJ: 

http://on.wsj.com/1Qj59vj 

— "HowGreen  IsJoeBiden?",  National  Journal:  http:/ /bit.ly/IYehEhl 

— "ForOnce  High-Flying  Utilities,  Fed  RateRaise  is  Bad  News",  Bloomberg  Business: 

http://bloom.bg/1fPZimC 

— "Welcome  Rain  Reaches  US  West  Coast;  Northern  California  Wildfire  Relief  to  Last 
Through  Thursday",  Accuweather.com:  http:/ /bit.ly/1NEgtV9 

**  A message  from  The  CRUDE  Coalition:  American  jobs  and  our  national  security 
will  be  put  at  risk  ifCongress  allows  crude  oil  to  be  shipped  overseas.  Voters  agree - 
recent  surveys  in  lllinoisand  Pennsylvania  show  60%  are  less  likely  to  re-elect  a 
legislator  who  supports  shipping  oil  overseas,  http:/  /bit.ly/IKdqtOD** 
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EPA  Proposed  Rule  Could  Resurrect 
Confusing  Test  for  Air  Permitting 

George  C.  Hopkins,  Eric  Groten  and  Jay  Rothrock,  Texas  Lawyer 
September  16,  2015 

George  C.  Hopkins  is  a partner  in  and  Jay  Rothrock  is  a senior  associate  with  Vinson  & Elkins  in 
Washington  D.C.  Eric  Groten  is  a partner  in  the  firm  in  Austin. 

In  an  August  201 5 proposed  rulemaking  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  that  is  othenwise  directed  at 
amending  new  source  performance  standards  for  the  oil  and  gas  industry,  the  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  also  asked  for  public  comment  on  a seemingly-innocuous  definition  that  in  fact 
has  important  consequences  for  differentiating  minor  from  major  sources  for  permitting  under  the 
act. 

At  issue  is  the  word  "adjacent,"  which  assumes  its  importance  because  all  adjacent  and  co-owned 
emission  points  must  be  aggregated  as  a single  source.  Naturally,  the  more  emission  points 
aggregated  as  "adjacent,"  the  more  likely  a source  is  to  be  deemed  "major." 

The  principal  question  is  whether  "adjacent"  should  have  its  ordinary  meaning  of  "nearby"  or 
proximate,  or  if  it  should  include  consideration  of  "functional  interrelatedness."  This  definition  would 
be  used  in  EPA's  Prevention  of  Significant  Deterioration,  Nonattainment  New  Source  Review,  and 
Title  V permit  program  regulations. 

Adopting  a "functional  interrelatedness"  test  would  codify  uncertainty  and  over-breadth  into  these 
air  permitting  regimes  for  both  new  and  modified  oil  and  gas  operations.  Using  this  test  as 
"adopted"  by  guidance  and  interpretive  memo,  EPA  has  in  the  past  considered  activities  many 
miles  apart  to  be  "adjacent."  Although  recent  federal  appellate  court  opinions  currently  preclude 
EPA  from  reading  its  permitting  rules  to  impose  a "functional  interrelatedness"  concept,  EPA's 
proposal  opens  the  door  for  interest  groups  to  justify  inserting  a "functional  interrelatedness"  test 
into  the  permitting  rules  directly.  The  consequences  of  this  test  are  illustrated  by  its  application  in 
such  cases  as  Citizens  for  Pennsylvania's  Future  v.  Ultra  Resources,  which  required  four  years, 
summary  judgment  proceedings,  and  a 31 -page  U.S.  District  Court  opinion  to  determine  whether  a 
state  should  have  treated  eight  compressor  stations  associated  with  a routine  pipeline  system 
expansion  as  a single  source. 

EPA's  rules  under  the  act  define  a "source"  as  all  activities  1 . under  common  control,  2.  within  the 
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same  major  industrial  category,  and  3.  located  on  "contiguous  or  adjacent"  properties.  In  2009, 
EPA  withdrew  2007  guidance  that  defined  adjacency  "principally  on  proximity,"  replacing  it  with  an 
"all  relevant  factors  test"  malleable  enough  to  include  all  emitting  activities  "functionally  related"  to  a 
source,  almost  without  regard  to  geographic  distance.  In  2012,  the  Sixth  Circuit  invalidated  EPA's 
2009  interpretation  of  "adjacency"  in  Summit  Petroleum  Corp.  v.  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  holding  it  contrary  to  the  plain  meaning  of  "adjacent." 

But  to  preserve  this  test  for  Jurisdictions  outside  of  the  Sixth  Circuit,  EPA  thereafter  issued 
guidance  mandating  its  "functional  interrelatedness"  test  be  applied  in  all  other  states.  In  2014,  the 
D.C.  Circuit  invalidated  that  guidance  in  National  Environmental  Development  Association's  Clean 
Air  Project  V.  EPA,  holding  that  EPA's  own  rules  precluded  it  from  defining  "adjacency"  in  two 
different  ways  across  the  country. 

EPA  states  that  its  proposal  would  resolve  the  "uncertainty"  created  by  these  rulings,  even  though 
the  rules  do  not  now  lack  certainty:  "adjacent"  now  has  its  dictionary  definition,  and  the  federal 
court  decisions  described  above  currently  preclude  EPA  from  applying  the  "functional  relatedness" 
test. 

EPA  Proposals 

EPA's  proposal  states  that  its  "preferred"  definition  of  adjacent  is  proximity-based  and  would 
specify  that  a distance  of  % mile  should  be  considered  "adjacent."  Several  states,  including  Texas, 
Pennsylvania,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana,  presume  that  operations  within  this  distance  should  be 
considered  a single  source  pursuant  to  state-issued  guidance.  EPA  has  requested  comment  on 
whether  another  distance  would  be  more  appropriate.  A more  troublesome  question  from  EPA  is 
whether  it  is  appropriate  to  "daisy-chain"  sources  in  the  aggregation  analysis;  this  artifice  could 
extend  the  concept  of  a source  broadly  in  geographic  terms,  depending  on  such  variables 
unrelated  to  air  quality  as  compressor-pipeline  configurations. 

EPA's  second  option  would  incorporate  the  preferred  option  but  also  allow  regulators  to  apply  the 
functional  interrelatedness  test  to  define  sources  more  than  a quarter  mile  apart  as  a single 
source.  To  clarify  this  amorphous  concept,  EPA  has  proposed  that  functional  interrelatedness 
"might  be  shown"  by:  a physical  connection,  such  as  a pipeline  between  equipment;  the  delivery  of 
product  from  one  group  of  equipment  to  another;  or  the  interdependency  of  operations.  EPA  also 
requested  comment  on  whether  functional  interrelatedness  in  the  oil  and  gas  sector  should  be 
limited  to  certain  common  configurations  of  equipment,  such  as  a "hub  and  spoke"  production 
model.  Finally,  EPA  is  seeking  comment  on  whether  it  should  not  aggregate  sources  beyond  a 
certain  distance,  even  if  functionally  interrelated. 

The  current  definition  for  the  term  "adjacent"  is  good  for  the  oil  and  gas  industry  because  it  is 
almost  exclusively  a function  of  actual  adjacency.  By  opening  the  door  to  the  litigation-generating 
concept  of  "functional  interrelatedness,"  EPA  would  be  exposing  the  oil  and  gas  industry  to 
significant  permitting  risk.  Under  this  definition,  each  permitting  decision  would  require  a "case-by- 
case  determination,"  the  outcome  of  which  would  be  highly  uncertain,  as  it  was  under  EPA's  past 
approach  to  source  aggregation.  The  ambiguity  and  case-by-case  nature  of  the  functional 
interrelatedness  inquiry  will  also  give  non-governmental  organizations  an  additional  opportunity  to 
challenge  projects. 


http://www.texaslawyer.com/printerfriendl  y/id=  1 2027373851 97 


2/3 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00021 


9/17/2015 


EPA  Proposed  Rule  Could  Resurrect  Confusing  Test  for  Air  Permitting  | Texas  Lawyer 

The  prospectof  major  source  permitting  should  be  a significant  concern.  EPA  itself  estimates  that 
a major  source  permit  application  typically  takes  a year  or  more  to  process.  The  process  requires 
modeling,  a control  technology  analysis  and,  in  regions  designated  "non-attainment,"  the  potential 
need  for  emission  offsets.  This  latter  risk  may  become  more  significant  as  National  Ambient  Air 
Quality  Standards  become  more  stringent  over  time,  potentially  leading  to  broader  non-attainment 
designations.  For  example,  EPA's  pending  ozone  NAAQS  proposal  could  result  in  significant 
portions  of  important  shale-play  states  like  Pennsylvania  and  Texas  being  designated  as  non- 
attainment. Conversely,  a decision  by  EPA  to  define  adjacency  along  the  lines  of  its  "preferred" 
option  would,  if  followed  by  the  states,  reduce  the  uncertainty  associated  with  source 
determinations. 

Upon  publication  in  the  "Federal  Register,"  EPA's  proposals  will  be  subject  to  a 60-day  comment 
period.  EPA  will  also  hold  public  hearings  on  its  oil  and  gas  proposed  rulemakings,  including  the 
source  aggregation  proposal,  in  Dallas,  Texas  and  Denver,  Colorado  on  September  23,  and  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  on  September  29. 


Copyright  201 5.  ALM  Media  Properties,  LLC.  All  rights  reserved. 
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$ UM  AlBKHm  M I O^HCNSASD 
PFCS^HJCFFeUCS  CRSSCENC™ 


MEHIJ 


ir  v ^ V 

TV  O I*  OgV 

exas  Climate  News 

9 9 C >1  f 


P search 


Sept’embef  16, 2015 


Migration  and  refugees  are  fw0 
wdrds  that’  have  been  mqch  jh  t’he 
news  /at’e/y. 

the  migrat’ieih  crisjs  jh  Bqfbpe, 
with  thbqsahds  bf  desperate 
pedp/e  f/4Mihg  ihtb  that 
cdhtlheht  ffdm  Syria  and  either 
treiLjb/M  nations,  [s  gripping  the 
world’s  attehtieih.  tiesearchers 
recently  tied  the  Syrian  part df 
thatexddLjs  td  dfdqght 
aggravated  by  manmade  climate 
change. 


sjst'sr  B§ft4via&^r§«'M4  f§fq§§§etiii-afriSm  (5q4fSm4i-4i-4st'  k 
Ofii  at  t'h  § 4ssist'4fi6§  e§fif §fs  iSp§ft«d  by  C4fti  dl-jS  Ch4r  If  jes  df  fhS  Rjd  Qf4ftas 
v4h-§^ (fi  f§spdfts§fi^fbefi«aaf  Mft46camp4ftigdehii-ar®  4fsaeiffi§f 
immisr4m's§bf§ri«s  tgx4sfram  Ceftfr4i-Am§rie4.  papgFf4ft6is§xpffes§a 
tijs  fti4ftiss  fdf  ffi§§ffaff  fti  js  maftfh  jft  4 “viff  q4i-  p4p4i- 4ijaisft6S’  wjfb 
graiips  ifi  saijfh  t§x4s,  tas  Aftp-&4bacrii64§a,  «hi6b  v»4sfias«aby  Abc 

N§*s. 


the  recent  10th  anniversary  df 

ffilfficane  Ifatriha  has  been  a sdbering  reminder  df  scientists’  warnings  that  climate  change, 
thfdi^gh  sea-level-  rise  and  in  dthef  ways,  will- increase  hgfficanes’  destfgctiveness  - and  that 
a single  catastfdphic  weather  event  can  abfqptl-y  fdfce  tens  df  thdgsands  df  pedple  td  see^ 
hew  hdmes  far  away. 


President Bafaclf  0bama,  spealfihg  this  mdhth  td  ah  ihtefhatidhal-  cdhfefehce  ih  Al-asl^a 
abdqt  the  impact  df  climate  chahge  ih  the  A fctic,  cited  Idhgstahdihg  cdhcefhs  that  climate 
chahge  may  create  mdfe  fefqgees  td  qhdefscdfe  his  call-  fdf  ihtefhatidhal-  actidh  at  a 
dipidmatic  climate  cdhfefehce  ih  Pafis  l-atef  this  year. 


If  the  climate-chahge  “tfehd  lihes”  chafted  by  sciehtists  cdhtihge,  “thefe’s  hdtgdihg  td  be  a 
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hat’l^n  6n  this  eaft’h  t’hat”s  nM’ Impacted  negatively,  ” 0bama  said.  “Pebp/e  wiH-sqffef. 
£cdneimies  wiH-sqffef.  intire  nations  will  find  themselves  qhdef  severe,  severe  problems. 
Mdfe  dfeigght;  mbfe  fl4bds;  rising  sea  levels;  greater  migration;  mbfe  fefqg^s;  mdfe 
scarcity;  metre  conflict. 

in  this  article,  fcR  cbntfibqtihg  editbf  Qfeg  Ida  f man  provides  ah  in-depth  examination  Of 
the  complex  issqe  Of  migration  driven  by  climate  change,  with  pafticqiaf  attention  tO  the 
situations  in  Mexico  and  Central  America  and  the  fqtqfe  pfOspects  fOf  climate-increased 
movement  Of  people  ffOm  thOse  areas  into  Texas  and  elsewhere  in  the  IJ.S.  Ah  accOmpahyihg 
article  pfOvidea  the  tfahecfipt Of  Mafmah’s  detailed ihtefview  with  Alice  thOmas,  climate 
displacemeht  program  mahagef  Of  Refugees  IhtefhatiOhal. 


By  Qfeg  hfafmah 
Texas  Climate  News 


In  fief  native  Hendqfas,  sfie  didn’t’  seem  a likely  target’  fdf  t’fie  Ideal-  dfqg  gangs.  Bqt  t’fie 
fdfmef  cafeteria  wdfkef  was  marked  ndnetfiel-ess.  Men  in  masks  attacked  fief  in  tfie  stfeet, 
|-00king  fdf  keys  tfiat  wdqld  all-0w  t’fiem  td  slip  in  and  dqt  df  t’fie  Ideal-  scfiddl-  bqilding  at 
wil-|-.  Bqt  aftef  a nepfiew  intefvened,  pqll  ing  dff  dne  df  t’fie  assail-ant’s’  masks  in  tfie  pfdcess, 
tfiings  wdfsefied  fdf  t’fie  mdtfief  df  twd. 

“ tfiey  wefe  caNing  fief  saying  tfiat  if  sfie  fepdfted  t’fie  efime  t’fiey  wdql-d  kil-|-  fief,”  said 
Bfenda  Ridjas,  spdkespefsdn  fdf  t’fie  Catfidtic  Dideese  df  Bfdwnsvil-|-e.  Even  aftef  Pal-dma 
(ndt  fief  feal-  name)  mdved  fief  cfiil-dfen  acfdss  t’dwn,  t’fie  cal-|-s  kept  edming.  tfie  men 
tfifeatened  td  kidnap  fief  cfiildfen.  And  wdfse. 

Like  mqcfi  df  Centfal-  Amefica  tdday,  Hdndqfas  is  a natidn  gfipped  by  fqnaway  dfqg 
vidl-ence.  In  2012,  tfie  natidn  fild  t’fie  wdfl-d’s  fiigfiest  fidmicide  fate  df  90  mqfdefs  pef 
100,000  pedpl-e,  accdfding  td  t’fie  y nited  Natidns  0ffice  df  Dfqgs  Ind  Cfime.  And  in  cities 
lil<e  sin  Pedfd  Sq|-a  tfi It  figqfe  scfelms  td  dvef  180  pef  100,000.  (By  cdmpifisdn,  I flq  It 
tfie  fieigfit  df  2007’s  insqfgency  fild  In  e$timlt’ed  fidmicide  fit’e  df  Ibdqt  62  pef  100,000; 
tfie  y.S.  fite  is  l-ess  tfiln  five  pef  100,000.) 


Pll-dml  gfibbed  fief  cfiil-dfen  Ind  nepfiew  Ind  fl-ed,  jdining  tfidqslnds  df  dtfiefs  bel-ievjng 
In  Ifdqdqs  jdqfney  df  mdfe  tfiln  I tfidqslnd  mll-es  Icfdss  Mexied  td  t’fie  y nited  Stites  wis 
tfieif  best  cfilnce  It  sqfvivll-. 


An  qnpfecedented  62,997  qniccdmpinied  mindfs  were  Ippfefiended  in  tfie  bdfdef  feg|dns 
df  tfie  y nited  Stites  in  tfie  0ctdbef-t’fifdqgfi-Jql-y  pefidd  df  fiscll-2014.  Appfefiensjdns  df 
sqcfi  cfiil-dfen  filve  dfdpped  by  Ibdqtfill-f,  td  30,862,  in  tfiltslme  piftdf  f|scll-2015, 
icedfding  td  y.$.  Cq?t’dm$  Ind  Bdfdef  Pfdtectjdn.  Appfefiensidns  filve  fisen  tfiis  yelf  in 
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S0me  Ifels,  ti0wevef,  incl-qdjng  t’tie  Igency’s  El-  Pls0  Ind  Bjg  Bend  sect’dfs  ll-dng  fine 
texls-Mexjc0  bdfdef. 

“We  see  t'fiese  ctiil-dfen  Ind  flmjl-jes  Is  fefLjgees,”  sljd  Rjejls,  describing  sgcli  migfinfs 
wti0  cress  t’be  int’efnlt’idnll-  bdfdef  int’d  fbe  Ldwef  Rid  Gfinde  Vll-|-ey  df  Sdgfti  texis, 
wbefe  I'lst’  yelf’s  fi-ddd  df  immigfint’s  pfdmpt’ed  ffie  BfdwnsviH-e  Didcese  fd  dpen 
Issist’Ince  centers  t’d  bel  p fbem. 

“ they  ddn’t’  get’  qp  dne  dly  Ind  jqst’  decide  t’d  cdme  t’d  ffie  y nit’ed  St’lt’es  fdf  I vicifidn. 
tbey’fe  fl-eeing  very  fell-  dingers,  tbey’fe  t’lking  ll-|-  t’be  risks  df  t’lking  t’fiis  jdqfney 
beciqse  t’bey  st’iM-  find  t’be  pdssibil-it’y  df  fidpe  — jqst’  t’tie  cblnce  df  Hfe.” 

tbe  pfessqfes  dn  resident’s  df  Gqlt’emll-I,  El-  Sll-viddf,  Ind  ttdndqfis,  tidwevef,  ddn’t 
begin  Ind  end  wit’b  dfqgs.  blfge  swlt’bs  df  t’bese  nit’idns  filve  ll-sd  been  gripped  by  ffieif 
wdfst’  dfdqgtit’  in  decades.  Farmers  are  Idsing  t’fieif  liveliliddds  Ind  city  dwel-|-efs  Ire 
stfqggling  t’d  keep  qp  with  rising  fddd  prices,  in  Nicafagqa,  cdnsidefed  tfie  blrdest-hit 
natidfi  in  tfie  fegidn,  tbe  gdvefnment  fespdnded  by  qfging  pedpl-e  t’d  eat  mdfe  native 
igqanas. 

Last  September,  it  was  estimated  t’tiat2.8  mil  lidn  Central-  American  residents  were 
stfqgg|-ing  t’d  feed  tbem selves,  accdfding  t’d  tbe  IJnjtftd  Nat’jdns  Wdfl-d  Fddd  Pfdgfammd 
tfiis  year,  as  dry  cdnditidfis  cdntinqed  t’d  pqnisti  tbe  fegidn,  y.N.  fepfesentatives  qfged 
sqffdqnding  fiat’idns  td  “pfidfit’ize  fesdqfces”  t’d  assist  pedpl-e  tbefe.  Membefs  df  tfie 
inteffiatidnal-  fel-ief  dfganizat’idn  Savetbe  Cbildfen  say  cdndit’idns  fiave  wdfsened  since 
l-ast  yeaf  and  predicted  tbe  sitqat’idn  ddqld  becdmea  “sefidqs  bqmanitafian  sitqatidn”  if 
aid  is  ndt  increased. 

Dfdqgfit  and  it’s  cdnseqqences  are  evefywbefe  in  tbe  news  tbese  days.  Scientists  fecentl-y 
nal-cijl-lt’dd  ttiat  g|-dba|-  wafming  fids  intensified  Califdfnia’s  fecdfd-bfeaking  dfdqgfit,  ndw 
in  it’s  fdqftfi  yeaf,  by  Is  mqcfi  as  20  pefcent.  tfie  Syfiln  civil-  waf,  wfiicfi  fils  displ-lced 
mil-|-idns  Ind  fed  int’d  wfilt  is  tfidqgfit  t’d  be  tfie  l-lfgest  miss  migfat’idns  since  Wdfl-d  Waf 
11,  vi/ls  pfimed  by  wlfming-enfilnced  dfdqgfit  It  fidme  t’fi It  cfipp|-ed  gfdwefs,  fe.selfcfiefs 
cdncl-ijded  jfi  Indtfief  stqdy  pqbl-isfied  t’fiis  yelf.  And  dfdqgfit  inspired  Rqssil,  a mljdf 
sqppl-ief  td  tfie  M iddl-e  East,  t’d  stdp  ll-l-  wfielt  expdft’s. 

And  wfijl-e  it  filsn’t  received  as  mqcfi  medil  It’t’entidn  in  tfie  y .S.,  dfdqgfits  df  simil-lf 
intensities  fiave  been  qnfdl-ding  Icfdss  Centfll-  Amefica,  Cdl-dmbil  Ind  Bfizil-. 

tfifeltefiing  sdcjll-  cdndit’idns  may  filve  been  tfie  pfincipll-  fact’df  cdmpeH-ing  tens  df 
tfidqslfids  df  qniccdmpanied  cfiil-dfen  and  dtfiefs  t’d  entef  texis  witfidqt  immigfitidn 
ddcqments  l-lst  yelf.  Bqt  I vlfiety  df  expeft’s  Ife  wdffied  tfilt  fqtqfe  migfitidns  - witfiin 
Centfll-  AmeficI  Ind  Mexicd  Ind  int’d  tfie  y .S.  - cdql-d  vefy  weH-  be  mqcfi  l-lfgef  in  yelfs 
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Itield,  Ind  jncfelsingl-y  pfdmpt’ed  by  t’be  jnt’ensifyjng  impict’s  df  gl'dbll'  wlfming. 

+++ 

Concerns  Ibdqt’  migfit’idn  prompted  by  cl-jmlt’e  cblnge  Ire  not’bing  new.  ClH-jng  t’fiejf 
projections  “extreme”  bqt  “pllqsjble,”  I pljf  of  feselfcbefs  It  NAsA’s  Jet  Pfopijl-slon 
Libofitofy  in  PisIdenI,  Clljf.,  toolj  on  tfte  topic  of  Ibfqpt  cl'imite  cblnge  for  tbe 
.DeplrtmMt.af..Oefimse  I dozen  yelfs  Igo.  tbe  tbOLjgtit  exercise  eximined  bow  tbe  flpid 
onset  of  gl'obll-  wlfming  impicts  miy  Iffect  tbe  nltionll-  secqfity  of  tbe  y nited  Stites. 

tbeif  sweeping  poftflit  wis  of  I pl-lnet  thrown  into  cblos:  Confl-icts  over  oil- sijppl-ies, 
fishing  fights,  Ind  dwindl’ing  ffesh witef  fesoqfces  fige  Ifoqnd  the  wof|-d.  the  y nited 
Stites,  lbl-e  to  Ichieve  fel-lt’ive  sel-f-SLifficiency,  tqfns  itsel-f  into  I defensive  foftfess. 

“Bofdefs  wil-|-  be  stfengthened  Ifoqnd  the  coqntfy  to  hold  bick  qhwahted,  stifving 
immigfahts  ffom  the  Clfibbein  isl-ands  (ah  especiall-y  severe  pfobl-em),  Mexico,  Ihd  Soqth 
Amefica,”  Petef  Sch waftz  and  Doqg  Randall-  wfote  in  “Ah  Abfqpt  Climate  Chihge 
Scehafio  ahd  its  I mplicat’iohs  fof  yhited  States  Natiohal-  Secqfity,”  pqbl-ished  ih  2003. 

“Tehsioh  betweeh  the  y.S.  ahd  Mexico  fises  as  the  y.S.  fehegesoh  the  1944  treaty  that 
gqafahtees  watef  f|-ow  ffom  the  Col-ofado  Rivef,”  they  coht’ihqed. 

Ahd  |-0okihg  beyohd  the  Westefh  Hemisphere,  the  feseafchefs  ehvisiohed  the  y.S. 
cohffohtihg  daqhtihg  secqfity  chall-ehges  acfoss  a g|-obe  ih  the  gfip  of  a fast-chahgihg 
climate:  “the  ihtfactabl-e  pfobl-em  facihg  the  hatioh,”  the  feseafchefs  wfote,  “will-  be 
calmihg  the  moqht’ihg  militafy  tehsioh  afoqhd  the  wof|-d.” 

Eveh  withoqt  ahythihg  as  dire  as  that  imagihed  scehafio,  y.S.  immigfatioh  policy  has 
gfowh  ihcfeasihg|-y  stfict  ih  fece ht  yeafs,  pafticq|-af|-y  with  fegafd  to  migfahts  ffom  Mexico 
ahd  Cehtfal-  Amefica.  the  2006  Secqfe  Fehce  Act  fesql-ted  ih  hqhdfeds  of  mil-es  of  high 
metal-  biffiefs  beihg  cohstfqcted  ll-ohg  the  y.S.-Mexico  bofdef.  Depoftatioh  hqmbefs, 
fisihg  fist  fof  I decide  al-feady,  reached  ah  al-|--time  high  of  400,000  qhdef  Pfesideht 
Blflcl<  0blml  ih  2012. 

Leldihg  Repqbl-icih  pfesidehtill-  cohtehdefs  Ife  how  slyihg  thit’s  hot  helfl-y  ehoqgh. 

Bqsihessmih  Dohll-d  tfqmp,  ehjoyihg  I commihdihg  l-eld  ih  Repqbl-icih  pfesideht’ill- 
poH-ihg,  his  cll-l-ed  fof  miss  depoftitioh  of  ll-l-  qhdocqmehted  immigflhts  ih  the  y.S.  - Ih 
estimited  11  mil-l-ioh  peopl-e-lhd  cohstfqctioh  of  I wll-l-  ll-ohg  the  y.S.-Mexico  bdfdef  to 
stem  fqtqfe  il-l-egll-  ehtfies. 

And  tfqmp  is  fif  ffom  ll-ohe  Imohg  his  pifty’s  pfesidehtill-  cohtehdefs  ih  qfgihg  I stefh 
cficljddwh  oh  immigfltjoh.  .lkaG...l^.e..w.s...xapdj.t!e^^^  mdhth,  fof  eximpl-e,  thit  eight 
Repqbl-icih  clhdidites  hid  ehdofsed  the  idel  of  ehdihg  the  14th  Amehdmehfs  gqlflhtee 
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0f  bjft'tifiglit’  cit’izenship  f0f  III  children  bdfn  jn  fbe  y.S.  t’0  qnddcqment’ed  jmmigflnt’s 
I'iving  befe.  As  be  Iblnddned  bjs  dwn  bjd  fdf  t’be  ndminit’jdn  l-lst’  week,  fdfmef  texis  Gdv. 
Rjck  Perry  wis  dbvjdqsl-y  concerned  Ibdqt’  sqcb  devel-dpmenfs,  -wAr-i^ftg4folt’-.R&^^b4-|M&s- 
sb0L|l-d  net’  “jndql-ge  nlt’ivjst’  Ippell'S  t’bit’  divjde  t’be  nlt’jdn  fqft’bef.” 

tbifs  pift’  0f  wbifs  blppenjng  jn  t’be  y .S.  pdl-it’icll-  IfenI  new.  it”s  elsy  fd  jmlgine  fgt’Life 
debit’es  ever  jmmigflt’idn  isspes  becdming  ever  mere  jnt’ense.  Lddkjng  Ibeld  fd  fbe  fime 
when  scientist’s  pfdject’  mdre  nqmefdijs  Ind  mdre  severe  impict’s  ffdm  cl-imlte  cbinge, 
gl'dbll-  pfdject’idns  df  t’be  displ-lced  finge  widel-y  in  fel-lt’idn  t’d  I nqmbef  df  fict’dfs, 
incl-qding  bdw  mqcb  wirming  cin  be  Ivdided  by  cqfbing  emissidns  df  gfeenbdqse  gises. 


tbe  0ffice  df  t’be  ynit’ed  Nit’idns  High  Cdmmissidnef  fdf  Refqgees  (y  NHCR),  fdf 
exlmp|-e,  expects  between  25  miHidn  Ind  1 biH-idn  pedpl-efd  be  displ-lced  bysbdft-Ind 
Id  rig -term  disistefs  assdcilt’ed  with  cl-imlte  cbinge  by  2050. 


Climate  change  bas  al-feady  begqn  td  impict  pedpl-e  and  deepen  ineqqalities  wdfldwide  as 
tbe  nqmbef  df  weat’bef-fel-at’ed  disasters  bas  ddqbl-ed  ffdm  200  td  400  per  year  in  20  years, 
accdfding  t’d  a recent  y NI=tCR  paper.  And  t’be  Ndfwegian  Refijgee  Cdijncil-bas  sqggested 
that  climate-fel-ated  disasters  may  have  driven  as  many  as  20  millidn  ffdm  tbeif  bdmes  in 
2008. 


It  was  exactl-y  these  sdfts  df  issqes  that  inspired  Katbafine  Haybde,  the  daqgbt’ef  df 
missidnafy  patent’s,  t’d  stqdy  climate  change  in  the  fifst  pl-ace.  As  a cdmmitt’ed  Cbfistian 
wbd  bad  spent  yeafs  df  bef  cbil-dbddd  in  Cdl-dmbia,  she  became  deepl-y  cdncefned  abdqt 
what  cl  imate  change  meant  fdf  the  wdfld’s  pddf. 


“the  biggest  feasdn  I stqdy  cl-imat’e  change  is  becaqse  df  the  impact  that  it  has  dn  the 
pedpl-e  wbd  ddn’t  have  the  fesdqfces  t’d  adapt,”  said  Haybde,  a cl-imat’e  scientist  at  texas 
tech  ynivefsity  and  difect’df  df  the  Cl-imat’e  Science  Centef  there.  “What  I l-eafned  I'iving 
in  Cdl-dmbia  is  jqst  bdw  vql-nefabl-e  pedpl-e  can  be  td  what  have  pfevidqsl-y  been 
entifel-y  nltufll-  bizafds  bqt  wbit  Ife  incfeasingl-y  becdming  ndt-sd-nltiifal'  bizafds.” 


When  decides  df  fising  t’empefitqfes  Ind  decl'ining  flinflH-  - It’tfibqt’ed,  in  pIft,  td  cl-imlte 
cbinge  - cfelted  cdnfl'ict  between  flfmefs  Ind  selsdnll-  ndmids  sbifing  the  sime  witef 
wel-l-s  in  westefn  Sqdin,  the  resql-t’ing  expl-dsidn  df  ethnic  tensidns  fed  t’d  the  Ijil-l'ings  df 
bqndfeds  df  tbdqsinds.  Sdme  feselfcbefs  begin  t’d  pdsit  tbit  the  gendcide  wIs  the 
wdfl-d’s  fifst  wif  ltt.qJaq4afal-.&..td-i^-.|.ml.tl...&b^^^  Pfdjectidns  fdf  mdfe  df  the  sIme  Is 
Ivefige  tempefltqfes  cdntinqe  t’d  fise  sqggested  the  pdssibil-ity  df  I 55  pefcent  incfelse  in 
Afficin  cdnfl'ict  - Ind  bqndfeds  df  tbdqsinds  mdfe  deld  - by  2030. 


it  inspired  dne  df  the  wdfl-d’s  l-elding  ndngdvefnmentll-  dfglnizlt’idns  dedicited  td 
http://texasclimatenews.org/?p=  1 1305 


5/15 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00027 


9/1 7/201 5 TCN  I Cl i mate- forced  mi g rati ons  and  prospect  of  refug  ee  cri ses  concern  experts 

sqpp0ft’ing  fefqgees,  Refqgees  int’efnlt’jianlK  t’0  cfelt’e  I fqli--t’ime  p0sit’i0n  t’0  l-eld  dn  fine 
jssqe  jn  2010. 

“ tHe  0fglnjzlt’i0n  gdt’  very  concerned  Ibdqt’  fidw  cl-jmlt’e  cblnge  wis  gding  t’d  impicf 
displ4cement’,”  sljd  Al  jce  tfidmls,  Refqgee  Int’efnlt’idnlPs  cl'jmlt’e  displ-lcement’  pfdgflm 
mdnigef,  “ndt’ Jqst’ Is  d dfjvef  jn  t’efrns  df  sel-l-evel-  fjselnd  jsl-lnd  st’lt’es,  bqf  Is  Indflief 
cdnt’fjbqt’ing  fict’df  t’d  displlcement’  jn  pddf  Ind  fflgjle  cdqnt’fjes.” 

Wbil-e  scient’jst’s  sly  I ceft’Ijn  degree  df  irilnirilde  wlfiriing  js  ndw  l-dcked  jnt’d  fbe  elffb’s 
cl-jmlt’e  syst’em,  nd  mit’t’ef  wblt’  wdrl-d  gdvemment’s  dd  t’d  fedqce  belt’-t’flppjng  pdli-pfidn, 
sdcjet’y's  vql-neflbil-jt’y  t’d  t’bdse  cdmjng  impicfs  df  Iddit’jdnll-  belt’,  dfdqgbt’,  int’ensifjed 
flinflli  event’s  Ind  sel-l-evel-  fjse  cin  be  fedqced  t’bfdqgb  pfepifedness  Ind  Ivljl-lbjl-ify  df 
fesdqfces. 

A mljdf  dfdqgbf  jn  texas,  fdf  eximpl-e,  can  bjf  fftesfife  jn  fbe  pdckefbddk  Ind  dfjve  mlny 
dqf  df  wdfk,  tftdmas  sljd.  Bqt’  jf  a dfdqgbt’  df  fbe  sime  sdvdfjfy  dccqfs  jn  sdme  part’s  df 
Africa  — fbjnk  Sdraal-ja  jn  2011 — pedple  wjH-  starve  t’d  deaffi.  Same  dfdqgbf  intensify,  very 
different  dqt’cdmes. 

“Refe  we  can  gd  t’d  7- Eleven  and  get  water  if  we  ddn’t  have  water,”  tbdmas  said,  “bqt  if 
ydq’fe  in  a cdqntfy  wbefe  if  it  ddesn’t  fain  ydq  ddn’t  have  water,  tbe  sitqatidn  becdmes  a 
crisis  very  qqickly.  It’s  a |-dt  mdfe  abdqt  vqi  nefabilit’y  t’d  these  extremes  than  it  is  the 
extremes  tfiemsel-ves.  The  impact  df  climate  change  will-  largely  be  a fqhctidn  df 
qndeflying  vqlhefability  df  the  pdpqiatidh  it  affect’s.” 

[R4i4^tCI^’s  sxt’sndsd (nt’sfview  Thomas] 

0f  cdqfse,  sdme  part’s  df  the  United  States  are  al-sd  mdfe  vq|-nefabl-e  t’d  cfimlte  chingethan 
dthefs.  It  wasn’t  jqst  it’s  l-dw-sl-qng  pdsitidh  dh  the  hqfficane-pfdfie  Gq|-f  Cdast  th at  pqt 
New  0f|-eans  at  increased  fisk.  the  city’s  high  l-evel-s  df  pdvefty  mide  many  residents 
especially  vqinefable  when  Rqfficane  Katfina  affived  in  2005. 

As  hflyhde  pdint’s  dqt:  “the  pedpl-e  whd  hid  Iccess  t’d  infdfmitidn  Ind  t’d  tfanspdftitidn 
vi/efe  abl-e  td  get  Iwly.  the  pedpl-e  whd  did  ndt  hive  Iccess  t’d  that  stfqggl-ed  td  get  awly, 
maybe  cdqldh’t  get  away.” 

It’s  I pdint  that  Rdbeft  Bql-l-lfd,  delh  df  the  Bafbifl  Jdfdin-Micljey  Lel-Ind  SchddI-  df 
Pqbl'ic  Affaifs  It  Rdqsfdn’s  texis  Sdqt’hefn  y nivefsity,  dfdve  hdme  when  he  Ijeyndted  the 
SXSW  Ecd  cdnfefefice  in  Aqstin  l-lst  0ct’dbef. 

“We  Ijndw  whit  hippened  Ift’ef  Rqfficine  l^ltfinl,”  he  t’di-d  the  Iqdience.  “Bqt  the 
cdmmqnities  thit  were  vql-neflbl-e  dqfing  the  st’dfm  Ihd  Ift’ef  the  fl-ddd,  these 
cdmmqhities  were  vql-fieflbl-e  befdfe  beciqse  df  pdficies,  beciqse  df  l-lnd-qse  dec|sidns, 
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beclqse  0f  hoqsing  pit’t’efns,  beciqse  0f  0t’lief  Isjnds  0f  pbl-jcjes  ffilt’  were  pqf  jn  pl4ce. 
As  jn  Lenisjlnl,  S0  jn  Mexice. 


Gjven  t’be  gfewjng  jmplct’  0f  cl-jmlt’e  cblnge  Ifeqnd  fbe  wefl-d,  feselfcbefs  Icfess 
Icldemjl  Ire  st’fqggl-jng  t’0  predict’  fqt’Ljfe  cblli-enges  t’0  tiqmln  fiellffi  Ind  sifet’y.  Seme 
blve  dedicit’ed  fbemsel-ves  t’0  st’qdyjng  migrlfjen  pit’t’efns  Ind  drdqglit’.  As  tine  y njfed 


St’lt’es’  mdst’ impdft’Int’ t’fldjng  pift’nef  — Ind  pift’ df  dne  df  ffie  pllnefs  mdst’ ffeqqenfed 
Ind  dl'dest’  migfit’idn  cdrfjddrs  — Mexjcd  js  t’fte  sqbject’  df  mqcfi  df  ffijs  sfqdy. 


In  1990,  In  est’imit’ed  5 percent’  df  Ih-  Mexicin  nlt’jdnll'S  were  l-jving  jnsjde  ffie  y njt’ed 
St’lt’es.  Dqfing  t’fie  |-lst’  yelfs  df  wblt’  feselrcftefs  ftlve  dqbbed  ffie  “gfelf  Mexicin 
emigfat’idn,”  ffiaf  nqmbef  ddqbl-ed  fd  jqst’  dvef  10  percent’  in  2005.  Sdme  filve  b limed  t’fie 
impdffat’idn  df  cfielp  cdfn  ffdm  ffte  ynifed  Sfifes  fdlldwing  ffte  impl-ement’at’idn  dfffie 
Ndft’fi  American  Free  trade  Agreement’.  0t’fiefs  ftave  spdfligfifed  dffief  ecdndmic 
fiafdsfiips  df  cfianges  in  y.S.  immigfat’idn  pdlicies. 


Few,  bdwevef,  have  expidfed  ffte  impact  df  dfdqgfif  dn  ffie  infl  qx,  despite  tfie  ffeqqent 
accdqnts  df  the  migrants  themsel  ves,  many  df  whdm  have  been  Mexican  farmers  claiming 
they  were  driven  hdfth  becaqse  df  pfdtfact’ed  cfdp  fail  qfes  in  recent  years. 


Stqdyihg  Mexican  dfdqght  and  migfat’idn  patterns  between  1995  and  2005,  a team  df 
researchers  at  Pfihcetdh  y nivefsity  fdqnd  a stfdng  cdffel-atidn;  the  mdfe  dfdqght,  the 
mdfe  migfat’idh.  that  I'ink  fed  td  a cl-afidn-cali-  wafning  df  a massive  new  infl-qx  intd  the 
y n ifed  States  df  dispdssessed  fafming  famifies,  pefhaps  as  many  as  dne  in  10  Mexican 


Id  q It’s. 

“Depending  dh  the  sevefity  df  cfdp  I’dsses,  between  1.4  millidn  and  6.7  millidn  pedple 
wdql-d  migfat’et’d  the  yfiit’ed  Stites  by  2080,”  thetfid  ffdm  Pfincet’dn’s  Wdddfdw  Wilsdn 
SchddI-  df  Pqbl'ic  Ihd  intefnatidnll-  Affaifs  ■w-l-dt’-e---i-R--2-9-10-. 

Even  t’hdse  figqfes  were  pfdbibl-y  l-dw,  they  slid.  Is  cfdp  l-dsses  ffdm  gl-dbll-  vi/lfmihg  in 
fqfqfe  decides  Ife  expected  td  be  cdnsidefibl-y  highef  thin  the  1995-2005  pefidd  thit  the 


telm  sfqdied. 

Whil-e  the  hqmbefs  Ife  qnddqbt’edl-y  bfellj,  the  Pfincetdn  Iqthdfs  ll-sd  mide  dne  big 
Issqmpt’idn:  thIt  Mexicin  flfmefs  wili-  ndt  be  Ibl-e  td  Iffdfd  td  invest  in  new  flfming 
eqqipment,  sqch  Is  iffigitidn  impl-ements,  in  dfdef  td  Idipttd  chinging  cl-imite 
cdfiditidns. 


‘We  bel'ieve  thit  dpt’idns  fdf  mitiglt’ing  qnflvdflbfe  cfimlte  cdfiditidns  Ife  Hmited  by  I 
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I'lck  0f  cipit’ll-  f0f  signifjclnf  jnvest’menfs  \n  infflsfrijcfLife,”  they  wf0t’e. 
But’  is  t’filt’  cfilnging? 


Df0Ligtit’  Uls  pi'lyed  4 st’lffing  fdlc  jn  mlny  0f  the  py  event’s  0f  Mexjcd’s  liist’dfy.  The 
Mlyln  empire  c0M4psed,  it’  is  bel’ieved,  in  plff  beclgse  0f  w4t’ef  sclfcit’y  Ind  0vefL|se; 
Mexicin  independence  ffdm  Splin  in  1810  dccLjffed  dqfing  I period  df  extended  df^qglit’, 
wbicb  I'ikel'y  inspired  mlny  t’d  fevdlf;  I cent’ijfy  i4t’ef,  grinding  dfdijglit’  in  ndft’bern  Mexicd 
belped  Plncbd  ViH-l  mdbil'ize  In  Ifmy  df  disgriintlcd  pedns  t’d  dismint’i'e  t’fie  fegdll’ 
I'lnddwnef  system  dgfingtlie  Mexicin  Revdl'Ljt’idn. 


tfie  cdqhtfy,  witb  bll-f  its  l4nd  cdnsidefed  Ifid  dr  semi-lfid,  Ind  mdst  df  its  pdpql’ltidn  in 
the  witef-pddf  ndftb,  remains  extfemel-y  vglmeflbl’e  td  witef  sbdcks  tddly.  Wfiil-e  Is  mqcli 
as  80  percent  df  the  nitidn’s  witef  fesdqfces  Ire  sqcked  qp  by  agficL|lfL|fe,  many 
sqbsistence  gfdwefs  remain  tdtaM-y  dependent  dn  fain  fall*. 


Alfeady  abdqt  20  miH'idn  pedpl’e  in  Mexicd  afe  cdnsidefed  “fddd  insecqfe,”  accdfding  td  a 
fecent  fepdft  by  the  y .K.’s  Rdyal’  1)  nited  Sefvices  Institqte  fdf  Defence  and  Secqfity 
St q dies,  and  as  mqcb  as  400  sqqafe  mifes  df  fafmfand  afe  t-dsttd  deseftificatidn  evefy 
yeaf. 


Pdndefing  tbdse  qnbappy  statistics  aldng  witb  ffi-e-d-n-s4f-^f-----ed^^  a fqngaf  disease 

impacting  cdffee  pfantatidns  ffdm  Mexicd  td  Pefq,  pfdvides  a sense  df  the  sefidqs 
cbaH-enges  ahead  fdf  this  vqlmefabl-e  cdqntfy. 


N AsA:  Cdhtihqihg  gfeenhd qse  emissidns  bddst 


megadfdqght”  fisks 
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C^nt’jnL||ng  emissions  greenft  ^qse  gises  wilf  j her  else  f tie  fjsk  severe,  decldes-i-(^hg 

'‘megMf^qghfs,  ” 4cc0fd{ng  fsS  I nAsA  sf  qdy  pi|bl-|slied  jh  fbe  j^qr nil- Science  Advihees  |h  Febfqlfy.  As  these  mips 

ffdm  thestqdy  sfidw,  project idhs  df  the  l-dwest  tevei-s  df  sdjl-  mdjstqfd  jh5i-qdd  l4rp  parts  m Mex(cd  IhdCehtfll- 
Ameficl.  thetdp  mip  rep  resents  sdjl-  m^istqre  jh  2095  jh  4 "hj^h  emissions”  scehlri^.  the  bdttdm  m4p 

represents  4 '‘mddefite emissions”  scehlrid. 


Ecfi0ing  t’fie  findings  df  t’tie  Pfjncet’ian  feam,  a gfiagp  0f  Mexican  feseafcfiefs  exphefing  ftie 
pdssibiHt’ies  0f  cl-imat’e-cfiange  Mapfafjen  measi|fes  jn  tTieif  ceiijnffy  wf0fe  jn  I 2012  piper 
t’dat’  m0st’  rel-0cat’i0ns  away  ffem  rgral-  areas  0f  ffie  ceunffy  between  2000  and  2005  — betti 
t’0  urban  areas  inside  Mexied  and  fd  fbe  qnifed  Sfafes  — were  di|efd  “envifdnmenfali-y 

fdfeed  migfat’idfi,”  dfdugbt’ specificalfy. 

“Gdvefnment’,  agribusiness  and  small  farmers  fdgeftief  sfidgld  ndf  dni-y  cdlidbdfat’e  jn 
dfdef  t’d  mit’igit’e  t’lie  effect’s  df  gfeenlidLise  gises  {n  Mexjed,  bgf  ll-sd  td  prevent  ffie 
incfelsing  lacl<  df  witef  fdf  IgflcqltLife  by  medns  df  water-saving  prdeesses  and  new 
inffastfqctqfe  fdf  recycling,”  wfdte  tbe  team,  dflwn  llfgely  ffdm  tbe  Natidnal-  Institiitedf 
Fdfestfy,  AgficqltLifal-,  Ind  Animal-  Husbandry  Research  (wbdse  Spanish  name’s  icfdnym 
is  INiFAP), 

A Nitidnil-  Witef  Pl-ln  spdtiigtited  in  tbe  IN  IfAP  piper  blamed  inefficiencies  fdf  a l-dss  df 
mdfe  tbln  60  pefdent  df  Igficqltqfll-  witef;  dqtfiglit  cdffqptidn  Ind  pdl-iticizitidn  were 
fingered  fdf  tbe  limited  effectiveness  df  witef  mlnigement  effdfts;  Ind  dveflll- 
impfdvemefits  were  slid  td  be  blmpefed  by  melgef  investment  in  science  Ind  tecbndldgy. 

Bqt  tbese  cltlll-enges  miy  ll-sd  be  feld  Is  dppdftqnities,  slid  Ignicid  Sancliez  Cdbefi,  field 
df  InIfAP’s  wltefsbed  mlnigement  feselfcb. 

fbe  twd  mdst  impdftiht  meisqfes  tbit  Mexied  cin  impl-ementtd  pfepife  its  pdpql-ltidn 
fdf  climlte-cblfige  impicts,  icedfding  td  tbe  IN  IfAP  fepdft,  Ire  pdvefty  lll-eviltidn  Ind 
envifdnmefitll-  cdnsefvltidn. 

“Even  tbdqgli  climite  vql-fieflbility  is  ndt  difectl-y  Issdcilted  witb  pdvefty,  pddf  pedpl-e  Ire 
tbe  mdst  Iffected  by  extreme  events,”  tbetelm  wfdte.  “Accdfdingl-y,  I develdpment  pdlicy 
dfientited  tdwifds  pdvefty  ll-l-eviltidn  sbdqld  be  ednsidefed  in  Iny  pfdpdsll-  fdf  I climite 
cblnge  stfitegy.” 

Bqt  tbe  q nited  Stites  cdqld  ll-sd  dd  mqcb  td  else  tbe  impict  df  climite  cblnge  dn 
Mexiclfi  residents,  sdme  migfitidn  expefts  Ifgqe. 


Mdving  in  tbit  difectidn  wdqld  incl-qde  dvefedming  Inti-immigfitidn  sentiments  with  I 
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spirit' 0f  complssjein,  Refqgee  I nt’efn§t’i0nll'’s  tfi0mls  slid. 

“Rlt’tief  ffiln  ftlving  In  It’t’it’qde  t’filt’  we  need  t’d  cl-0se  ffie  bdfdef,  government’s  need  fO 
t’tiinij  IbOgt’  b0w  t’O  bet’t’ef  qse  migfIt’iOn  Is  In  IdIpt’lt’iOn  st’flt’egy  t’O  climlt’e  cblnge,”  sbe 
slid. 

Si|Cb  In  IppfOlcb  wOqi-d  qndOqbt’edl-y  flee  pOI-it’icIl-  cblli-enges  in  t’be  y.S.  FOf  insfince, 
t’w0  Repqbl'icln  pfesident’ill-  cindidit’es,  FlOfidI  Sen.  MifeO  RqbiO  Ind  Wisconsin  GOv. 
ScOt’t’  Wll-kef,  fB'oeni't'y  Cril'icized  BeiiiOcrll's  fOf  feglfding  cl-imit’e  cblnge  Is  I fOfeign 
pOl'icy  Ind  int’efnlt’iOnll-  secqfit’y  issqe. 

Even  sO,  shift’s  Of  t’be  sOft’  t’bit’  tbOmls  sqggest’ed  hive  begqn  t’O  Occqf  in  pl-lces  Hke  fbe 
Picific  isl'lnd  St’lt’es,  where  sel-|-evel-  rise  is  fOfeing  peOpl-e  in  t’he  mOsf  l-Ow-l-ying  Ihd 
isOI'lfed  isl'lhds  t’O  mOve  t’O  llfgef  neighboring  isllhds,  sOmet’imes  jqsf  fempOfIfily.  Ceht’fli- 
American  states  Offer  a wide  vlfiety  Of  cfOss-bOfdef  visis  fOf  thOse  being  driven  by 
sqddeh-Ohset  disaster.  And  in  West  Africa,  sOme  hIt’iOns  hive  entered  into  a “free 
movement  Of  pefsOhs”  agreement  that  has  viftqaMy  cOHapsed  the  hqman  smqgglihg  trade 
there,  said  Walfef  Kalin,  Of  the  qqasi-gOvefh mental-  Nansen  initiative. 

Nansen  was  established  by  the  governments  Of  NOfway  and  Switzefl-and  tO  hel-p  hatiOns 
adOpt  cooperative,  tfahs-bOqndafy  strategies  tO  better  fespOnd  tO  disasters,  ihcl  qdihg  the 
sl'Ow-Ohset  disaster  Of  climate  change. 

Kal'ih,  a fOfmef  representative  Of  the  y hited  NatiOhs  secfetafWgenefal-  Oh  the  hqman 
fights  Of  ihtefhaN-y  displ-aced  pefsOhs,  said  it  is  impOftahttO  be  mOfe  pfOactive  tO  avOid  the 
creation  Of  mOfe  fefqgees. 

“Refqgees  means  peOpl-e  stay  in  their  cOqhtfy  qht’il-  they  feaM-y  have  tO  fqh  tO  save  their 
lives,”  Kal'ih,  a Swiss  |-egal- schOI-af  ahd  hqmah  fights  expert  affiliated  with  the 
Wash ihgtOh -based  BfOOkihgs  ihst’itqtiOh,  ah  ihfl-qeht’ial-  pqblic  pOl'icy  OfgahizatiOh,  tOld 
texas  Cl  imate  News. 

“then  yOq  hive  ll-l- the  hqmihitifilh  pfObl-ems,  the  pfOtect’iOh  pfObl-ems  - blsicll-l-y  yOq 
hive  I mess,”  he  slid.  Whil-e  fefqgee  cimps  wiH-  ll-wlys  be  heeded  tO  fespOhd  tO 
emefgehcies,  dqfihg  sl-Owef-mOvihg  efises,  I’ilje  extehded  dfOqghts  Ihd  sel-l-evel-  fise,  the 
flcil'itltiOh  Of  migflt’iOh  clh  be  Ih  impOftIht  tOOl-  thit  pfevehts  heedl-ess  sqffefihg. 

“Dqfihg  dfOqght,  pift  Of  I fimil-y  mOves  tO  cities  Of  Othef  cOqhtfies  Ihd  sehds  mOhey 
blcl5,”  he  slid.  “Litef,  they  cOme  biclj  hOme.  We  dOh’t  heed  I hqmihitifilh  fespOhse.” 

Nihseh  his  cOhdqcted  I sefies  Of  cOhsql-tItiOhs,  stiftihg  ih  the  Picific  isl-lhds  ih  the 
spfihg  Of  2013.  f hefe,  fepfesehtitives  Of  10  smll-l-  isl-lhd  stites  emphlsized  thIt  whil-e  they 
fecOghize  fisihg  sel  l-evel-s  Ihd  Othef  cl'imite-dfiveh  chihges  wiH-  feqqife  mihy  Of  their 
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resident’s  t’d  fel-0clt’e,  t’ftey  wlnt’t’1i0se  cdmmqnit’ies  t’d  filve  Is  mqcti  sly  Is  pdssjbl-e  dvef 
ti0w  t’ti0se  evlcqlt’idns  Ire  ftlndl-ed. 

Accdfding  t'0  t'fie  cdncl'qdjng  ddcqment’  ffdm  t’tie  Plcifjc  glffiefing,  “plft’jci pint’s  st’fessed 
fhlt’ blving  t’0  l-elvedne’s  dwn  cdqnt’fy  js  t’fie  l-elst’  preferred  dpt’idn.  Plft’icj pint’s  expressed 
concern  t’filt’ cfdss-bdfdef  fel'dclt’jdn  miy  neglt’jvel-y  impict’dn  nlfjenfiddd,  cenffdl-dvef 
I'lnd  Ind  sel  t’effit’dfy,  sdvefejgnt’y,  cqlfqfe  Ind  l-ivel-ifiddds.” 

In  December  df  2013,  Ninsen  fidst’ed  I sjmillf  glt’fiefjng  df  Cent’fll-  Amerjcln  nlt’jdns  jn 
Cdst’l  Rjcl.  tdpjcs  ringed  Imdng  fel-lt’ed  t’dpjcs,  incl-qdjng  fedqcjng  t’fie  fjsks  df  djslsfef, 
displ'lcement’,  fiqmln  fight’s,  ^nd  cl-jmlt’e  cfilnge.  tfie  glt’fiefjng  jncl-qded  pifficipint’s 
ffdm  Cent’fll-  AmeficI,  Mexjcd,  Cdl-dmbjl,  ftlit’i  Ind  t’fie  Ddminjcln  Repybl-jc. 

tfie  gfdqp  djscqssed  existing  fegidnil-  Igfeement’s  t’filt’  llldw  t’empdfify  t’flns-bdfdef 
migfat’idns  — incl-qding  I Regidnal-  Climate  Cfiange  Pdlicy  tfi at  fecdgnizes  tfie  need  fdf 
natidnal-  strategies  fel-lt’ed  td  “tfie  evacqatidn,  tempdfify  Ind  pefmlnent  feldcatidn  and 
immigfat’idfi  df  pdpql-at’idns  mdst  affected  by  increased  and  fedccqffing  extreme  climate.” 

they  al-sd  stressed  that  tfans-bdfdef  migfat’idns  have  pfdvided  ah  impdftaht  stfategy  fdf 
sqfvival-  fdf  many  resident’s  df  the  fegidh,  pafticq|-af|-y  dqfihg  Hqfficahe  Fifi  in  1974, 

Rqfficahe  Mitch  in  1998  and  the  2010  eaft’hqqake  in  Haiti. 

“Pafticipaht’s  fecdghized  that  climate  change  is  ihcfeasihg|-y  affecting  the  fegidh,  fdf 
exampl-e,  thfdqgh  the  ihcfeased  ffeqqehcy  ahd  ihtehsity  df  [tfdpical- st’dfms  ahd 
hqfficahes],  ahd  fedqced  accqmql-at’ed  pfecipitatidh,”  the  cdhclqdihg  ddcqmeht  stated. 

“Cdast’al-  efdsidh,  f|-dddihg,  ahd  the  sal-ihizat’idh  df  fresh  watef  sdqfces  ahd  agficqltqfal- 
|-ahd  assdciated  with  sea-|-evel-  fise  have  al-sd  pfdmpt’ed  sdme  cdmmqhit’ies,  ihclqdihg 
ihdigehdqs  cdmmqhit’ies,  td  p|-ah  fdf  the  feldcatidh  df  theif  vill-ages  td  highef  gfdqhd.” 

the  |-afge  hqmbef  df  treaties  exist’ihg  acfdss  Cehtfal-  Amefica  may  hdl-d  pdt’ehtial-  l-essdhs 
fdf  the  y.S.  fdf  deal-ihg  with  fqtqfe  cl-imat’e-fel-at’ed  migfitidh.  Ndw,  the  dhl-y  tddi-  the 
hitidh  his  is  the  Ibil'ity  td  gflht  tempdfify  pfdtectidh  stitqs  fdf  thdse  vi/hd  hive  ll-feldy 
f|-ed  disistefs  Ihd  ehtefed  the  y hited  Stites  il-l-egll-l-y. 

“it’s  hdt  fell-l-y  fdf  Idmittihg  pedpl-e,"  slid  l<;al-ih.  “It’s  fdf  hdtsehdihg  pedpl-e  blclj.” 

Bqt  idels  sqch  Is  thdse  discqssed  It  the  CdstI  Riel  meetihg  mIy  hive  clqghtthe  ihtefest 
df  sdme  in  the  0blml  Idmihistfitidh.  y.S.  immigfitidh  dfficlll-s  hive  felched  dqttd 
Nihseh,  icedfdihg  td  l<;al'ih,  td  discqss  idels  fdf  “hlfmdhizlhg”  pdl-icies  ffdm  Plhiml  td 
Clhidl. 

“ We’fe  stiH-  vefy  fif  Iwly  ffdm  Ihythihg  bihdihg  df  Ihythihg  thit  cdql-d  be  impl-emehted, 
bqt  fdf  me  it  wis  ihtefestihg  td  see  th It  there  is  Ih  Icljhdwi-edgemeht  thIt  thefe  is 
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somet’tiing  we  tilve  t’0  l-eiiak  It’,”  1ie  sljd.  “ it’  js  t’fte  beginning  0I I very  l-eng  discijssien.” 

+++ 

tbit’  pe0pl-e  wiM-  be  disptlced  Icfbss  Mexice  Ind  Cent’fll-  AmeficI  in  gfelfef  ntimbefs  in 
t’be  fqt’qfe  dqe  t’0  cl’imlt’e  cblnge  is  ndt’  in  dispqt’e  Imdng  expert’s,  ttdw  mlny  pedpl-e  miy 
becdme  migfint’s  Is  I fesqlf  is  I sqbject’  df  disigfeement’. 

Predicting  dni-y  mddefit’e  impict’s  dn  migfit’idn  — Ind  t’bis  mdst’l-y  dccqffihg  witbin 

Mexicd  — Kefst’in  Scbmidt’-Vefkefk  'iK^Tdtd fb lT§f"2Crt2 d'd'Crdfll-'th'd'SlS  It’  Bfiflin’s 

ynivefsit’y  df  Sqssex:  “Allrmisf  pfedict’idns  df  llfge  nqmbefs  df  ‘climit’e  cbihge  refugees’ 

Ire ...  inlppfdpfi^t’e  Ind  pdlicies  sbdLjl-d  inst’eld  fdcqs  dn  t’be  fict’dfs  pfdjected  t’d  impicf 
mdst’  dn  migfit’idn  qndef  scenifids  df  fqt’qfe  climife  cbinge.” 

Al'sd  mqcb  in  dispqt’e  - qnsqfpfisingly,  given  t’be  fiercely  cdnt’ent’idqs  pdlit’icll-  debit’d 
sqffdqnding  immigfat’idn  issqes  ndw  - is  wbit’  t’be  y .S.  res pd rise  sbdqld  Iddk  like. 

Pfdmdt’ing  a pdsit’idn  diamet’ficaliy  different’  ffdm  tfqmp’s  mass  depdffatidn  pfdpdsaf,  fdf 
insfance,  is  Ant’dnid  Diaz,  vvbd  leads  an  annqal-  march  in  San  Ant’dnid  t’d  est’abl’isb  an 
Indigendqs  Dignify  Day  in  fbaf  city,  similar  fd  fbe  indigendqs  Pedple’s  Day 
cdmmemdfifjdn  fblf  Mlbbdlpdlis  sqbsfjfqfdd  fdf  Cdlqmbqs  Dly  celebflt’idns.  Mlfcbefs 
in  fbe  Safi  Anfdfiid  event  typical  l y cal  l-  fdf  decfiminalizing  migfatidn  int’d  fbe  y nited  States 
and  fdf  cldsing  family  detent’idn  centefs  in  texas. 

Migfants  ffdm  Mexicd  and  Centfal-  Amefica,  they  say,  afe  simply  fdli-dwing  an  ancient 
fdqte  df  tfade  and  cqlfqfal-  exchange  that  predates  the  fdqnding  df  the  y nited  States. 

“ i bel  jeve  aM-  pedpfe  sbdqfd  have  the  fight  t’d  migfate  pqfsqing  fddd,  sbeltef,  weli-, 
sqfvivabil'ity,”  Djaz  t’dl-d  texas  Cl'imate  News  by  email-,  “the  case  may  cdme  vi/befe  y .S. 
citizens  may  need  td  migfate  sdqt’b  td  escape  severe  climate  change.” 

that  bypdtbeticll-  emigfitidn  scenafid  may  seem  faf-fetcbed  - cl'imate  expefts  have  |-dng 
sljd  tbit  the  y nited  Stites  Ind  dt’bef  Iffl-qent  sdciet’ies  hive  the  best  cbince  td  Idipt  td 
the  pfdjected  jmpict’s  df  cl-imlt’e  cbinge.  When  it  cdmes  td  genefll-  mit’tefs  df  cl-imlte- 
dfjven  displ'Icement  df  pedpl-e,  bdwevef,  the  y.S.  is  ndt  immqne. 

M jcblel-  Minn,  I pfdmjnent  cl-imlte  scientist  It  Penn  Stite,  discqssed  the  issqe  in  In 
jntefvjew  l-lst  yelf  with  tCN. 

“the  streets  df  Mjlmj  fl-ddd  evefy  yelf  ndw  wjtb  the  [extfemel-y  high]  selsdnil- l^jng  tjde,” 
be  sljd.  “if  ydq  l-ddl^  It  texis  Ind  Dl^l-lbdml,  the  belt  Ind  dfdqgbt  in  recent  yelfs  bis 
decjmlted  tbejf  l-ivestdclj.  It’s  wfell^ed  blvdc  dn  tbejf  Igficql-tqfe. ...  Wetbinij  df 
envifdnmentll-  refqgeejsm  Is  sdmetbing  tbit  Iffl-ict’s  the  tbjfd  Wdfl-d  bqt  ndt  qs.” 
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Bqt’  Cll-if0fnj4’s  severe,  yelfs-l-eng  dfeqgftt’  js  t’1ie  y .S.  sjt’qlt’ien  ffilf  cemes  cl-0sesf  n0w  f0 
I scenlfj0  inv0|-vjng  cl-jmlt’e-fiafced  migrlfjian,  Minn  slj<5. 

“Ifs  n0t’ jqst’  fec0fd  dfeiqgtit’  [jn  Cll'jfiafnil],  jfs  0ff-t’tie-scll'es  dfiaqglit’.  tfiefe  js  I very  fell- 
t’hfelt’ 0f  C0nfl-jct’ 0vef  dirnjnistiing  wit’ef.  tfie  jncfelsjng  pepql-lt’jen,  decfelsing  wifef 
fes0qfces,  jncfelsing  cempet’it’jen  [fef  wit’ef]  ffem  t’fie  enefgy  jndqst’fy  fef  nifqfll-  gis  Ind 
fflckjng,”  fie  sljd. 

“ If  ffie  dfdqgfit’  jn  Cll-jfdfnjl  becomes  ffie  new  ndfmll-,  Ind  fbefe’s  I vefy  fell-  pdssjbil-jt’y 
t’blt’  jt’  dees,  we  Ife  gdjng  t’d  see  pedpl-e  dfjven  ffdm  t’bejf  cdmmqnit’jes,  dfjven  ffdm  fblf 
st’lt’e,”  be  Idded.  “ It’  wjl-l-  net’  be  Ibl-e  t’d  meet’  t’be  wit’ef  needs  df  jt’s  pdpql-lfidn.” 


Recent  repeft's  cbrenici-ed  impfessjve,  abd ve-dx pectatjd ns  act’idns  by  Cal-jfdfnians  t’d 
cdsefve  wit’ef  fbjs  sqmmef.  Bqt  fbe  pfdcess  df  dfdqgbt’-dfjven  migfit’idn  tb It  Minn 
envisjdned  miy  have  al-feldy  begqn,  Iccdfdjng  t’d  I pfdmjnent  texis  expeft  dn  sqcb 
sqbjects. 


Ll-dyd  Pdt’t’ef,  t’be  Texas  state  demdgfapbef  and  a demdgfapby  pfdfessdf  attbe  y njvefsit’y 
df  texis  It  sin  Ant’dnid,  tdl-d  thit  cjty’s  W0AI-AM  |-lst  mdnt’b  tbit  600,000  Cll-jfdfnjlns 
have  mdved  t’d  texas  sjnce  2009.  Bettef  jdb  pfdspect’s  and  a Idwef  cdst  df  l-jving  jn  Texas 
wefe  twd  factdfs  Pdttef  cjfed  as  factdfs  mdt’ivat’ing  t’be  exddqs.  Cal-jfdfnja’s  pqnisbjng 
dfdqgbt  was  t’be  t’bjfd. 

Aldrig  tbe  t exas-Mexjcd  bdfdef,  meanwbil-e,  t’be  fidw  df  qnaccdmpanjed  mjndfs  bejng 
apprehended  bas  sl-dwed  tbjs  yeaf  - al-dng  wjtb  t’be  intense  medja  at’fentjdn  that  l-ast  yeaf’s 
t’bfdngs  attfacted  - bqt  tbe  affjval-  df  sqcb  wdqld-be  jmmjgfant’s  bas  by  nd  means  stdpped. 

Wbat’evef  tbejf  mdtivat’idns  may  be,  t’be  famil-jes  and  cbjl-dfen  makjng  tbe  djffjcqlt  trek 
jntd  texas  are  stjl-l- cdming  jn  nqmbefs  l-afge  endqgb  that  they  sdmetjmes  cball-enge  tbe 
capacity  df  tbdse  dedicated  td  bel-ping  them,  sqcb  as  Cat’bdl-ic  Cbifit’ies  df  tbe  Rid  Gfande 
Val-|-ey,  wbicb  dpened  tbe  Issist’Ince  centefs  in  that  fegidn  |-lst  yeaf. 

“Sdme  dlys  we’fe  stiH-  sbdft  dn  vdl-qnt’eefs,"  slid  Ridjis  df  tbe  Bfdwnsvil-|-e  Didcese  t’bis 
mdntb.  “We  bid  I l-lfge  gfdqp  cdme  in,  75  fefqgees,  Ind  we  dni-y  bid  fdqf  vdl-qnt’eefs  dn 
band  tbit  day. 

“tbe  families  Ife  affivifig  evefy  singl-e  diA”  sbe  slid.  “We  pfay  tbit  wbit  is  bippening 
befe  dn  tbe  bdfdef  wil-l-  faise  awlfeness.” 


+++++ 


Qreg  ffarman,  cintfibLjt’ihg  edlt’bf  df  Texas  Cljinat’e  Rews,  [s  an  independent Jegma/isf  and 
writer  based  in  San  Antbnib.  t=te  is  a/sd  a gradgate  stgdent in  the  inter natiesna/-  relations 
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Ex-workers  cite  long-term  issues  at  Bren  ham  plant 
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Sabien  Colvin,  23,  a Sam  Houston  college  student  who  worked  in  production  at  Blue  Bell  in  Brenham 
from  2008  to  2013,  had  turned  off  a machine  for  cleaning  when  it  unexpectedly  turned  on,  slicing  off 
parts  of  three  fingers  on  his  left  hand. 


Benjamin  Ofori  sometimes  watched  a mush  of  strawberries  and  pecans  flow  into  an  ice 
cream  tank  even  after  his  production  line  at  Blue  Bell  had  been  scrubbed. 

Low  water  pressure  and  temperature  hampered  Sabien  Colvin's  cleanup  efforts  at  the 
plant. 

Another  employee  saw  a steady  drip, 
day  after  day,  from  a dirty  air  vent 
onto  Fudge  Bombstiks. 

They  say  they  aU  complained  to 
supervisors. 

Ofori  also  groused  about  a bypassed 
safety  feature  on  his  line.  Later,  that 
machine  severed  three  of  Colvin's 
fingers. 

In  interviews  with  the  Houston  Chronicle,  more  than  a dozen  former  employees  of  Blue 
Bell's  flagship  Brenham  plant  described  a company  fighting  to  keep  up  with  its  growing 
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customer  base  while  sanitation  and  safety  slipped.  Cleanup  workers  regularly  ran  out  of 
hot  water,  making  machinery  susceptible  to  pathogens  and  allergens.  Reused  packaging 
brought  grime  into  the  factory.  Equipment  went  without  safeguards  for  years,  and  several 
workers  lost  parts  of  one  or  more  fingers. 

The  14  employees  have  a combined  213  years  of  experience  on  the  production  lines. 

Their  accounts  are  bolstered  by  the  limited  information  reported  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  including  details  about  a contaminated  machine  that  kept  cranking  out 
products  even  as  a listeria  crisis  deepened.  They're  also  backed  by  an  Occupational  Safety 
and  Health  Administration  investigation  that  blasted  the  company  for  failing  to  protect 
workers. 


Blue  Bell  officials  would  not  agree  to 
an  interview  to  discuss  the  ex- 
employees' assessments  of  their 
operation.  Spokesman  Joe  Robertson 
offered  a one-paragraph  response. 

"We  are  a family  at  Blue  BeU  and  we 
have  always  valued  aU  of  our 
employees  and  want  them  to  feel  safe 
and  enjoy  working  here,"  he  said  via 
email.  "Our  employees  are  our 
company's  greatest  asset  and  many 
have  spent  their  entire  careers  with  us 
Workplace  safety,  sanitation,  and 
employee  training  remain  our  highest 
priorities  as  we  continuously  work  to 
improve. " 

Blue  BeU  attained  a frozen  empire  with 

a story  of  idyUic  country  roots,  old-fashioned  values  and  quaUty  ingredients. 

But  since  2010,  tainted  Blue  BeU  products  sickened  at  least  13  people,  including  three  who 
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died  after  being  hospitalized  with  other  iUnesses,  according  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention.  Findings  by  the  FDA  and  a private  laboratory  showed  sanitation 
failures  at  Brenham  extended  to  plants  in  Oklahoma  and  Alabama. 

Nationwide,  regulators  and  ice  cream  companies  are  rethinking  long-held  assumptions 
about  cleaning  and  product  testing. 

Edwin  Rogers,  a former  vehicle  operator,  started  at  Blue  Bell  in  2002  and  was  laid  off  in 
May. 

During  his  tenure,  the  company  added  26  sales  and  distribution  branches  in  10  states.  In 
just  13  years,  it  roughly  doubled  the  reach  it  had  attained  in  the  previous  95,  becoming  the 
No.  1 brand  in  U.S.  ice  cream  sales,  based  on  figures  from  Euromonitor. 

Paul  Kruse  took  over  the  family  business  in  2004  and  steered  it  through  the  explosive 
growth  - and  expansions  to  the  Brenham  plant  - before  announcing  layoffs  in  May. 

Blue  BeU  shut  down  production  and  destroyed  8 million  pounds  of  ice  cream  before 
embarking  on  a costly,  companywide  revamp  of  equipment  and  procedures.  It  was  too 
late  for  Rogers  and  1,450  other  laid-off  employees,  too  late  for  Brenham,  already  reeling 
from  an  industrial  slowdown. 

"Instead  of  you  taking  care  of  this  problem,"  Rogers  lamented,  "you're  adding  on  to  make 
more  money." 

'Run,  run,  run' 

Increasing  demand  led  to  extraordinary  pressures  on  production.  One  machine  in  Brenham 
- nicknamed  Gram  - was  running  virtually  24-7,  employees  said.  That  made  it  hard  to 
clean. 

"It  was  run,  run,  run,"  said  one  worker,  who  understood  that  the  plant  had  to  keep 
churning.  "But  if  something's  not  working  right,  take  the  time  to  fix  it ...  " 

Gram,  named  for  a company  that  makes  ice  cream  equipment,  produced  items  such  as  the 
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Country  Cookie  sandwich  and  Great  Divide  Bar.  On  Jan.  1,  according  to  government 
records,  it  made  a batch  of  Great  Divide  Bars  that  later  tested  positive  for  listeria 
monocytogenes,  the  species  that  makes  people  sick.  On  Jan.  20  and  29,  it  produced 
tainted  batches  of  Country  Cookies. 

On  Feb.  13,  health  officials  alerted  Blue  Bell  that  they  had  discovered  the  pathogen  in 
random  samples.  On  Feb.  19  and  21,  Blue  Bell's  own  tests  discovered  L.  monocytogenes 
in  drains  connected  to  the  freezer  on  the  Gram  line.  But  the  company  did  not  change  its 
practices,  which  had  thus  far  failed  to  eliminate  the  bacteria,  FDA  records  show. 

On  March  9,  Blue  Bell  learned  of  a potential  link  between  Kansas  hospital  illnesses  and 
individually  packaged  ice  cream,  produced  on  Gram.  On  March  10,  it  stopped  using  the 
machine. 

Three  days  later,  it  issued  the  first  in  a line  of  recalls;  everything  made  on  Gram.  It  later 
shut  down  all  production  on  the  same  floor.  Later  recalls  extended  to  aU  plants,  as  tests 
isolated  listeria  on  other  surfaces  and  in  other  products. 

Gram  was  so  contaminated  that,  in  its  May  22  response  to  FDA  findings.  Blue  Bell  said  it 
would  stop  using  the  machine  permanently. 

Race  for  time 

When  Ofori's  job  operating  his  half-gallon  production  line  was  done  each  day,  he  cleaned 
it,  just  as  dozens  of  others  did  during  the  part  of  the  shift  known  as  washup. 

In  the  industry,  cleaning  means  removing  all  food  debris  and  residue  before  the  sanitizing 
step,  which  kills  pathogens. 

A critical  part  of  Ofori's  work  involved  cleaning  a 200-gaUon  liquid  ice  cream  mix  tank 
with  water  and  Conquest,  a caustic  detergent  widely  used  in  dairy  plants.  Conquest 
instructions  call  for  using  water  between  150  and  165  degrees,  more  than  hot  enough  to 
scald.  But  throughout  his  2009-2012  tenure,  Ofori  said,  there  were  times  the  water  he 
used  was  cool  enough  to  immerse  his  hand. 
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There  was  one  hot  water  source  for  washup,  Ofori  and  the  other  employees  said,  and  the 
heat  went  to  whoever  started  cleaning  first. 

"If  it  ran  out,  it  ran  out,"  he  said.  "It  became  a race  for  time." 

He  recalled  seeing  parts  that  stiU  had  an  oily  sheen  of  butterfat  being  placed  back  on 
machines.  They  would  be  sanitized  later  by  a graveyard  crew,  but  any  bacteria  lurking  in 
the  line  had  a shield. 

"Butterfat  acts  as  a protective  agent  for  the  organisms,"  said  Nial  Yager,  a dairy  sanitation 
expert  at  Washington  State  University.  "If  you  don't  get  the  water  hot  enough  to  get  the 
butterfat  off,  if  s not  going  to  work. " 


Documents;  See  the  FDA  inspection  documents 


Twelve  employees  said  they  and  others  complained  repeatedly  about  water  temperature 
and  low  pressure  over  the  last  10  to  15  years. 

Around  2013,  the  company  made  changes  to  the  water  system  in  Brenham,  but  problems 
persisted,  employees  said. 

Some  said  that  if  their  lines  processed  aU  of  their  mix  early,  supervisors  would  instruct 
them  to  add  additional  mix  and  produce  more,  even  if  it  delayed  washup. 

Workers  with  the  longest  tenures  said  rushing  through  washup  had  been  a problem  for  a 
decade  or  more.  Following  the  outbreak,  the  company  instituted  an  eight-hour  washup 
routine.  It  would  not  answer  questions  about  its  procedures. 

Most  of  the  employees  interviewed  by  the  Chronicle  were  granted  anonymity,  because 
they  are  stiU  looking  for  other  jobs  or  have  friends  or  family  working  in  the  plant. 

Water,  dirt  and  slime 

Another  kind  of  water  troubled  employees:  condensation,  dripping  from  pipes  and  dirty  air 
vents.  In  an  area  known  as  Vitaline,  named  for  a brand  of  machine  that  produces  Blue 
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Bell's  novelties  on  sticks,  three  workers  watched  water  drip  onto  the  products. 

FDA  reports  cited  instances  of  condensation  dripping  into  finished  ice  cream  during 
inspections  in  2009  and  2015,  but  investigators  did  not  discover  the  breadth  of  the 
problem. 

"Every  time  we  had  an  inspection  coming,  they  would  say  'blow  on  the  vent,  dry  it  off,'  " 
one  employee  said  of  supervisors.  "Once  the  inspection  came,  everything  then  went  back 
to  normal." 

In  one  area  where  employees  complained  to  supervisors  and  maintenance  personnel,  they 
were  given  a ladder  and  told  to  periodically  wipe  off  a wet  vent,  which  was  impractical 
because  it  dripped  at  least  once  a minute,  the  workers  said. 

"It  was  aU  day,  every  day,"  one  worker  said,  until  the  plant  shut  down  in  April. 

Vitaline  was  a source  of  complaints  even  from  employees  in  other  areas.  An  expansion 
that  installed  a mezzanine  above  Vitaline  stifled  the  air  there,  they  said,  building  up  even 
more  humidity,  which  drifted  to  other  parts  of  the  plant,  leading  to  more  condensation. 

Employees  were  told  there  was  no  solution  other  than  moving  the  ceiling,  "so  you  just 
basically  have  to  deal  with  this  problem." 

They  also  had  to  deal  with  reused  cardboard  sleeves.  Line  workers  placed  tubs  of  ice 
cream  into  the  oblong  sleeves,  which  could  then  be  stacked  on  pallets  and  delivered  to 
stores.  The  cardboard  would  pick  up  dirt  and  debris  and  carry  that  back  into  production 
areas. 

Eleven  employees  said  they  were  told  to  throw  away  damaged  or  dirty  sleeves,  but  in 
practice,  they  were  often  used  until  they  wore  out,  even  if  slimed  with  ice  cream  or  soaked 
in  condensation. 

Blue  Bell  has  said  it  will  discontinue  the  reuse  of  cardboard  packing  sleeves. 

The  worst  grime  Ofori  witnessed  was  inside  his  own  machine. 
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After  all  parts  on  the  ice  cream  Mne  had  been  cleaned  and  replaced,  he  ran  a final  rinse. 
Occasionally,  the  mealy  goo  of  ground  up  "inclusions"  like  pecans  and  strawberries  would 
flow  back  into  the  tank,  and  he  would  have  to  clean  again.  Ofori  would  see  the  inclusions 
even  on  days  when  his  line  produced  plain  vanilla. 

"Bells  and  whistles  and  flashing  alarms  should  go  off  right  here,"  Yager  said.  "If  you  are 
getting  chunks  of  inclusions  recirculating  after  the  system  has  been  'cleaned,'  you  have 
failed." 

"More  than  listeria,  there  is  a danger  of  serious  allergic  reaction  from  this,"  he  said. 

Ofori,  like  other  employees,  said  raising  concerns  about  such  failures  generated  little  but 
admonitions  to  mind  his  own  business. 

'Be  careful' 

Colvin  started  working  part-time  at  Blue  Bell  in  2008,  between  seasons  playing  for  the 
Brenham  High  School  basketball  team.  He  was  16. 

He  began  on  the  fruit  feeder,  a job  that  requires  opening  a lid  and  dumping  in  the 
inclusions.  An  auger  at  the  bottom  of  a vat  feeds  the  food  into  a rotor  with  blunt  paddles 
that  push  the  inclusions  into  the  ice  cream. 

Occasionally,  the  feeder  in  Area  2,  half-gallon  line  No.  6,  would  jam.  Sensors  set  off  an 
alarm  and  shut  down  the  machine.  It  could  take  45  minutes  to  isolate  the  problem  and  get 
running  again,  Ofori  said. 

But  the  sensors  began  triggering  false  alarms,  resulting  in  repeated  stoppages,  he  said. 

OSHA  investigators  found  that  the  sensors  had  been  bypassed.  This  created  another 
problem;  The  feeder  would  spontaneously  turn  on. 

"We  communicated  it  to  the  cleanup  supervisor  that  this  was  going  to  happen  again,"  Ofori 
said.  "He  just  said,  'Be  careful.' " 

By  19,  Colvin  was  trained  to  break  down  machines  for  cleaning.  He  was  earning  money 
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for  his  credits  at  the  local  community  college,  on  his  way  toward  a public  health  degree. 

On  Aug.  1 1,  201 1,  Colvin  turned  off  the  fruit  feeder  and  inserted  his  left  hand  to  clear 
debris.  Then  it  kicked  on. 

Documents:  See  the  OSH  A documents  related  to  Blue  Bell 

The  rotor  paddles  don't  move  fast,  Ofori  said,  but  spin  with  incredible  torque. 

Colvin  thought  it  had  just  nipped  the  tip  of  one  finger,  but  when  he  pulled  his  hand  out,  he 
saw  bone  on  three  fingers. 

They  couldn't  be  reattached.  Colvin  had  surgery  and  spent  months  in  physical  therapy, 
relearning  how  to  pinch  washers  with  his  shortened  fingers.  Doctors  told  him  he  would 
never  play  guitar  again,  but  today,  he  is  in  a college  band,  strumming  away. 

'He  couldn  't  say' 

Colvin  couldn't  sue  Blue  Bell  because  Texas  companies  covered  by  workers' 
compensation  are  immune  from  civil  liability  for  workplace  injuries  unless  gross  negligence 
causes  a death. 

He  got  a phone  call  to  the  hospital  from  a manager  and  $23 1 a week  in  workers'  comp  for 
four  months. 

Then  he  returned  to  Blue  Bell,  figuring  it  was  easier  to  keep  working  there  until  he  finished 
at  community  college.  They  gave  him  a job  away  from  the  production  area. 

Ofori  said  Colvin  had  been  trained  not  to  put  his  hand  in  the  feeder,  but  Colvin  said  he 
was  told  to  turn  off  the  machine,  wash  out  the  debris  and  then  manually  check  for  food 
particles.  Both  said  the  company  unfairly  blamed  Colvin  for  the  accident.  Blue  Bell  had  no 
comment  about  the  incident. 

OSHA  found  that  the  company  had  failed  Colvin. 
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It  said  Blue  BeU  didn't  put  guards  on  moving  machine  parts  and  had  virtually  no  lockout- 
tagout  program.  On  the  books  since  1989,  federal  law  requires  employers  to  supply  locks 
and  tags  to  cut  off  power  to  equipment  during  maintenance  and  cleaning. 

During  an  interview  with  OSHA  investigators,  production  manager  Erich  Glenewinkel  said 
"he  thought  that  some  of  the  machines  had  written  lockout-tagout  procedures,  but  he'd 
have  to  go  back  and  look,"  a report  states. 

Glenewinkel  didn't  even  know  the  machines  were  supposed  to  have  written  procedures, 
the  investigator  wrote.  Corporate  Risk  Manager  Howard  Zuch  also  told  inspectors  that  "he 
couldn't  say"  if  he  had  heard  of  the  requirement. 

Only  54  of  about  200  production  employees  were  trained  on  lockout-tagout,  OSHA 
reported.  But  employees  said  they  couldn't  put  it  to  use  because  they  didn't  have  enough 
locks  or  tags.  The  only  safety  meeting  everyone  attended  was  a few  hours  each 
December,  they  said. 

OSHA  fined  Blue  BeU  $27,000,  negotiated  down  to  $20,000.  The  company  instituted  a 
lockout-tagout  program  and  placed  lock  stations  throughout  the  plant. 

Employees  said  they  wouldn't  have  those  safeguards  today  had  Colvin's  parents  not 
complained,  triggering  the  investigation. 

There  had  been  a series  of  accidents  at  the  plant  since  2005,  according  to  employees  who 
say  they  know  the  injured.  A woman  lost  half  of  her  Uttle  finger  when  it  was  caught  in  a 
chain  on  a conveyor.  The  rest  of  the  finger  was  surgicaUy  removed.  A man  lost  the  tip  of 
his  Uttle  finger  reaching  for  dropped  product  near  an  unguarded  chain  below  a VitaUne 
machine.  A woman's  leg  was  severely  gouged  in  another  moving  parts  accident. 

Nowhere  to  go 

For  most  of  its  108  years.  Blue  BeU  was  known  for  inspiring  loyalty  in  its  employees. 
Vemice  Neumann,  who  lost  half  a fingertip  in  a haff-gallon  lidding  machine  30  years  ago, 
harbored  no  U1  wUl  toward  Howard  and  Ed  Kruse,  the  brothers  who  pUoted  the  company 
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in  its  second  generation.  It  was  her  first  and  only  job  until  she  died,  said  her  son.  Jay 
Neumann. 

Those  who  watched  conditions  decline  before  getting  pink  slips  after  20-  and  30-year 
careers  described  a deep  sense  of  loss  and  powerlessness.  Some  stiU  made  less  than 
$16.48,  the  national  median  wage  for  dairy  production  jobs,  according  to  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics.  It  was  a check-to-check  lifestyle.  But  it  still  was  the  best-paying  blue- 
collar  employer  in  Washington  County,  employees  said. 

"You  got  a family.  You  have  to  weigh  your  situation,"  one  worker  said.  "Is  it  worth  me 
going  in  and  trying  to  make  them  do  something  different  and  then  I lose  my  job?  ...  There 
was  a lot  I thought  wasn't  right,  but  I didn't  know  nobody  I could  go  to.  They  own  the 
whole  town." 

The  Kruse  name  is  on  streets  and  buildings,  and  the  Blue  Bell  name  is  ubiquitous.  The 
company  has  donated  generously  to,  it  seems,  every  cause.  They  also  offer  employees  a 
401k  and  a company-paid  pension.  Last  year,  everyone  received  a 16  percent  bonus,  with 
3 percent  going  into  a stock  ownership  plan. 

Employees  said  supervisors  and  the  company  would  help  with  family  emergencies  and 
financial  binds. 

"I  think  it  hurts  me  so  badly  because  they've  always  said  we're  family,  we're  going  to  take 
care  of  each  other,"  one  worker  said.  "We  pray  that  Blue  Bell  does  make  it,  because  the 
community  needs  it." 


Mark  Collette 

Investigative  Reporter 


■ E n.  R s T m-U'sl>iipers 


©2013  Hearst  Newspapers,  LLC. 
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Nordheim  residents  travel  to 
Austin,  protest  waste  site 


By  Sara  Sneath 

Sept.  15,  2015  at  10:39  p.m. 

Updated  Sept.  16,  2015  at  6 a.m 


Ruth,  left,  and  Buddy  Newman,  of  Nordheim,  sit  in  the  front  of  a chartered  bus  bound  for  Austin  with 
their  friends.  Residents  from  the  tiny  rural  town  in  DeWitt  County  went  to  Austin  to  hear  the  Texas 
Railroad  Commission  talk  about  a proposed  oil  field  waste  site  near  their  community 

Advocate 


Frank  Tilley  for  The  Victoria 


AUSTIN  - Clad  in  yellow  shirts  reading  "Concerned  About  Pollution,"  Nordheim  residents  piled  onto  a bus  in  the  predawn 
hours  Tuesday  to  protest  an  oil  field  waste  site  proposed  a quarter-mile  from  their  town.  They  arrived  home  with  a 
sliver  of  hope. 


At  a public  hearing  at  the  Capitol,  the  Texas  Railroad  Commission  sent  the  application  for  the  waste  site  back  with 
instructions  to  staff  members  to  review  controls  for  runoff  from  a catastrophic  rain  event.  The  proposed  site,  which  is 
about  half  the  size  of  the  town  of  Nordheim,  is  situated  between  two  creeks  on  a hill  known  by  locals  as  Pilot  Knob. 
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But  the  conversation  at  the  hearing  quickly  turned  to  the  length  of  time  it’s  taken 
for  the  application  to  go  through  the  permitting  process.  More  than  two  years 
have  passed  since  landowners,  most  of  whom  are  of  retirement  age,  received  4- 
inch-thick  binders  with  the  site  applications  in  the  mail. 

The  discussion  echoed  concerns  hashed  out  in  the  last  legislative  session  about 
the  speed  at  which  environmental  applications  are  approved  and  what  it  does  to 
attract  industry  to  the  state.  Several  lawmakers  pointed  to  the  contested-case 
hearing  process,  which  gives  the  public  a say  in  applications  before  the  Texas 
Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  as  a contributor  to  the  long-drawn-out 
application  process. 
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Annalysa  @annalysa_marie_  15  Sep 

Although  a decision  was  not  reached,  I feel  like  our  voices  were 
heard  and  all  will  work  out  in  the  end.  #DontDumpOnNordheim 
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Senate  Bill  709,  which  became  law  Sept.  1,  sets  a 180-day  time  limit  on  the  civil-trial-like  proceedings,  with  a few 
caveats.  State  Rep.  Geanie  Morrison,  R-Victoria,  who  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  oil  field  waste  site  application  Tuesday, 
was  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the  bill. 

The  need  to  push  environmental  applications  through  the  permitting  process  quickly  proved  to  be  a concern  of 
Railroad  Commissioners,  too.  Commissioner  Christi  Craddick  hesitated  in  delaying  the  oil  field  waste  site  permit  any 
further  Tuesday. 


"I  think  the  people  in  this  room  deserve  an  answer  because  this  has  gotten  ridiculous  down  here,"  she  said.  "The  timing 
at  this  agency  - we  are  dragging  our  feet  on  these  answers,  and  that’s  really  become  a problem  for  me." 


But  the  need  to  balance  expediency  with  the  safety  and  health  of  residents  wasn’t  lost  on  Railroad  Commissioner  Ryan 
Sitton. 


"I  completely  agree  we  need  to  be  expeditious,"  he  said.  "But  at  the  end  of  the  day,  we  need  to  do  what’s  right  first, 
and  we’ll  worry  about  expeditiousness  second." 
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The  commissioners  hesitation  to  approve  the  waste  site  permit  Tuesday  came  after  Nordheim  residents  pointed  out 
the  application  was  completed  and  reviewed  during  a drought.  But  heavy  rains  in  May  showed  how  fast  water  nx)ves 
across  the  land  in  the  small  ranching  community,  filling  stock  ponds  as  it  goes. 

Grant  Chambless,  who  reviews  environmental  permits  for  the  Railroad  Commission,  said  if  he  had  another  chance  to 
review  the  permit,  he  would  take  a more  severe  rain  event  into  consideration  than  required  by  state  standards. 

"It's  better  to  be  safe  than  sorry,  in  my  opinion"  Chambless  said. 

More  than  50  Nordheim  residents  who  attended  the  hearing  applauded  Chambless’  remark. 

No  deadline  was  placed  on  the  state’s  re-examination  of  runoff  at  the  site,  which  is  being  developed  by  Pyote 
Reclamation  Systems,  of  San  Antonio.  But  the  attorney  representing  Pyote,  John  Soule,  said  he  expected  it  to  take  less 
than  three  months. 

"We’ve  tried  to  do  everything  we  can  to  comply  with  the  commission’s  rules  and  rmre.  And  this  is  a little  bit  rrx)re,  and 
we’re  willing  to  do  that,"  he  said.  "But  we’re  hoping  that  doesn’t  slow  down  the  process  so  much  that  it  makes  this 
project  difficult  to  do." 

The  fact  the  application  has  dragged  out  more  than  two  years  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  protest  Nordheim  residents 
began  against  the  site,  said  Marisa  Perales,  who  represented  neighboring  landowners  before  Texas  Railroad  Commission 
examiners  in  a process  similar  to  a contested-case  hearing. 

"It’s  true  this  application  has  been  sitting  here  for  a while,  but  that’s  because  of  the  applicant.  The  protestants  had  no 
part  in  delaying  this,"  she  said. 

Pyote’s  first  application  to  the  Railroad  Commission  was  denied.  And  further  revisions  to  the  application  were  the 
reason  behind  the  delay,  Perales  said.  In  fact,  a last-minute  revision  to  the  application’s  storm  water  management  plan 
left  little  time  for  Railroad  Commission  staff  to  vet  whether  the  plan  was  adequate  in  preventing  runoff,  she  said. 

"That  didn’t  provide  us  with  enough  time  either,"  Perales  said.  "In  this  case,  I would  say  that  it  Drived  too  fast,  if  you’re 
going  to  continue  to  revise  an  application,  then  you  need  to  provide  sufficient  time  for  everyone  to  meaningfully 
review  those  changes." 

Before  Nordheim  residents  left  Austin  on  Tuesday,  Commissioner  Sitton  reminded  them  the  permit  was  not  denied. 
Railroad  Commission  staff  members  will  only  be  addressing  the  site’s  ability  to  handle  a severe  rain  event. 

"What  that  means  is  staff  is  going  to  come  back  with  design  nrK)difications  for  this  facility  in  this  location,"  he  said. 

Sitton  said  the  Railroad  Commission  staff  was  limited  in  its  consideration  to  the  state  agency’s  purview,  which  does  not 
include  traffic  or  damage  to  roads. 

ArrK)ng  residents’  concerns  were  the  cost  to  build  up  the  narrow  dirt  road  enough  to  handle  the  truck  traffic  and  the 
danger  additional  traffic  could  cause. 

The  inability  to  consider  traffic  indicates  a gap  in  the  state’s  jurisdiction,  Morrison  said.  The  issue  should  be  looked  at 
during  the  interim,  she  said. 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00053 


Once  the  waste  site  permit  is  approved  by  the  Railroad  Commission,  it  will  likely  necessitate  further  permitting  with  the 
Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality,  which  also  lacks  jurisdiction  over  traffic.  And  the  bill  sponsored  by 
Morrison,  which  became  law  Sept.  1,  further  limits  the  concerns  residents  can  bring  to  the  Texas  Commission  on 
Environmental  Quality. 

Having  a say  in  the  Railroad  Commissioners’  decision  Tuesday  brought  a sliver  of  hope  to  Lynn  Janssen,  who  lives  down 
the  road  from  the  proposed  waste  site. 

"I  just  wanted  to  hear  a big  ’No,’"  she  said.  "But  it’s  better  than  a ’Yes.’" 
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St.  Tammany  Parish  residents  can  get  rid  of 
their  household  hazardous  waste  — including 
batteries,  paint  and  electronic  equipment  — on 
Oct.  31  at  the  parish  government  complex  on 
Koop  Drive  north  of  Mandeville.  The  parish's 
Department  of  Environmental  Services  will  host 
Household  Hazardous  Waste  Day  from  9 a.m.  to  2 
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Items  that  will  be  accepted  for  disposal:  acids; 
aerosol  cans;  auto  products  including  used  oil  and 

antifreeze,  brake  fluid,  diesel,  oil  and  filters  and  gasoline;  cooking  oil;  glycerol  and 
glycerin;  batteries,  including  NiCD,  lead  acid  and  alkaline;  bleach  and  bowl  cleaners;  bug 
spray;  wood  preservatives;  cleaning  solvents;  corrosive  cleaners;  degreasers; 
disinfectants;  paint  thinners;  paint:  oil,  stain,  varnish,  shellac  and  latex;  fluorescent 
tubes  and  bulbs;  glue;  lawn  and  garden  products  including  pesticides,  herbicides, 
fungicides  and  fertilizers;  lighter  fluid;  metallic  mercury;  moth  balls;  oven  cleaners; 
drain  cleaners;  turpentine;  polishes,  pool  chemicals;  TVs  and  stereos;  car  and  truck  tires 
(limit  five)  ( limit  300  pounds  each);  propane  tanks  and  bottles;  electronic  equipment: 
computers,  copiers,  cell  phones,  fax  machines  and  ink  cartridges. 
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Waste  that  will  not  be  accepted:  ammunition  and  explosives;  fireworks;  non-reside ntial 
waste;  radioactive  devices  (smoke  / fire  detectors);  Styrofoam  waste,  including  peanuts; 
construction  and  demolition  debris;  school  lab  waste;  fire  extinguishers;  appliances; 
furniture;  power  tools;  liquids  in  containers  larger  than  5 gallons;  medical  waste  and 
medicines. 
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Some  researchers  recommend  moving 
Mississippi's  mouth  north  to  English  Turn 
or  Port  Sulphur,  according  to  The  Lens 


Studio  Misi-Ziibi,  made  up  of  32  engineering  and  design  firms  and  individual  scientists,  proposes  that  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
River  be  moved  north  to  Port  Sulphur  or  Engiiish  Turn,  w ith  areas  to  the  south  in  Raquemines  Parish  slowly  abandoned  to 
wetlands,  with  a variety  of  diversion  and  pipeline  sediment  mining  projects  creating  between  1,150  square  miles  and  1 ,930 
square  miles  of  new  land  and  w etiands  abng  the  coast.  (Studio  Misi-Ziibi) 


By  MarkSchleifeteln.  NOLA.com  1 The  Times-PIcavune 
Email  the  author  I Follow  on  Twitter 

on  September  1 6,  201 5 at  7:28  PM 


Print 

Email 


Move  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  north 
to  English  Turn  or  Port  Sulphur  and  abandon 
eommunities  to  their  south  to  preserve  other 
populated  areas  to  their  north,  say  one  of  several 
teams  of  coastal  engineering  and  sustainability 
experts  that  have  participated  in  a two-year 
design  competition,  according  to  The  Lens. 

That's  just  one  of  several  unique  proposals 
presented  by  experts  participating  in  Chaiigiiig 
Course,  an  independent  initiative  led  by 
Louisiana  and  national  environmental, 
engineering  and  design  organizations  and 
underwritten  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Foundation. 


LATEST 
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RESTORATION 

NEWS 


Some  researchers  recommend  moving 
Mississipprs  mouth  north  to  English 
Turn  or  Port  Sulphur,  according  to  The 
Lens 

Gov.  Bobby  Jindal  asks  for  part  of  BP 
money  to  be  diverted  to  Louisiana  1 
bridge  project 

$52  million  In  restoration,  river  projects 
to  be  discussed  T uesdav 

Coastal  energy  industry  bracing  for 


oceans  of  trouble 


1996  Pulitzer  Prize- winning 
series 


Oceans  of  Trouble:  Are  the 
world's  fisheries  doomed? 


• From  March  24  to  31 , 1 996,  The  TlmesPicayune 
told  the  story  of  the  struggle  of  the  world's  fishers 
against  multiple  threats  of  pollution,  overfishing  and 
habitat  loss. 


midday  extra 

Top  stories  from  the  morning  delivered  to  your  inbox 
each  afternoon. 

OPTIONAL 

I Enter  your  e-mail  address  :::  i Enter  Zip  ;; 


Signup  today! 

U Checkhere  if  you  do  not  want  to  receive  additional  email 
offers  and  information. 
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Uploaded  by  PrescotteStokeslH,  NOLA.com  | The 
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cnmaiecnanae.  wepsiie  repons 


”We  want  to  stress  this  isn't  something  anyone  is 
saying  needs  to  be  done  soon,  but  it  is  something 
we  think  will  be  necessary  in  the  future  - so  we 
need  to  start  planning  for  it  now,"  Jeff  Carney, 
director  of  thei^ilJXojis^^ 

St iidio.  told  reporter  Bob  Ma  rsha'I]. 


Appeal  of  east  bank  ievee  authority 
wetlands  damage  suit  may  be  restarted 


All  Stories 


The  radical  change  in  the  river's  mouth  was  proposed  by  S t ii  d i o Mi  s i - Zi  i bi 's  H3 
Studio.  The  parent  firm  includes  32  corporate  partners  and  experts  including  Delft 
University  of  Technology,  Washington  University  of  St.  Louis,  MIT,  Coastal 
Environments  Inc.,  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette,  Louisiana  State  University, 
University  of  New  Orleans  and  Tulane  University. 


The  Baird  Team  wouid  move  the  "mouth"  of  the  Mississippi  above 
English  Turn,  aiiowing  the  river's  water  and  sediment  to  be  used  to 
build  new  sub-deltas  through  a series  of  sediment  diversions,  and 
allowing  dredging  of  the  existing  channel  to  50  feet,  turning  it  into  a 
slackwater  tidal  channel  that  won't  need  as  much  dredging. 

Baird  Team 


Another  of  the  winners,  Bai  rd 
Associates,  recommends 
focusing  on  diversions  along  the 
Mississippi  that  would  be 
turned  on  and  off  to  create  new 


sub- deltas,  similar  to  the  deltas 
being  formed  at  the  mouth  of 


the  Atchafalaya  River  and  at  Wax  Lake  Delta. 


Their  team  members  also  include  researchers  from  UNO  and  LSU,  along  with  scientists 
and  engineers  from  Rutgers,  University  of  North  Florida  and  Texas  Tech. 

Mx)ffatt  & Nichol.  a global  planning  and  engineering  design  firm,  was  the  third  winner 
of  the  competition,  for  its  proposal,  "The  Giving  Delta,"  which  proposes  a staged  plan 
including  pulsing  diversions. 


The  plan  also  calls  for  lowering 
some  levee  segments  below 
river  mile  60  and  Port  Sulphur 
to  allow  high  rivers  to  add 
sediment  to  the  Barataria  Basin 


The  Moffat  and  Nichol  plan  calls  for  a four-generation  approach  to 
establishing  a new  river  channel  south  from  Port  Sulphur,  which 
wouid  be  protected  for  development,  along  with  lowering  levees 
above  Port  Sulphur  to  allow  spring  floods  to  allow  sediment  to 
create  new  deltas  in  Breton  Sound  and  Barataria  Bay. 

Moffat  and  Nichol 


and  Breton  Sound  to  create  new 


delta  areas,  and  cutting  a new  main  river  channel  almost  due  south  from  Port  Sulphur  to 
the  Gulf,  with  sand  traps  used  to  create  "sand  engines"  that  would  allow  sediment  to 
drift  along  the  coast  to  sustain  and  recreate  wetlands  and  barrier  islands. 
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(98  comments) 
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(22  comments) 
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Eastern  New  Orleans  shooting  vietim  identified 

Nola.com 


This  Hoodie  Is  So  Insanely  Popular  You  Have  To  Wait  Months  To  Get  It 

American  Giant  Hoodie 


15-year-old  sought  in  fatal  eastern  New  Orleans  shooting  of  17-year-old 

Nola.com 


Here’s  why  Disney  is  removing  this  statue  from  a theme  park 

Fortune.com 


Woman  arrested  after  Treme  seissor  stabbing 

Nola.com 


Promoted  Links  by  Taboola 


11  comments 


Sign  in 


Me  w esl  I Qlde  s t 


buttercup 


1 hour  ago 


Another  study!  One  funded  b the  "Greater  New  Orleans  Foundation".  The  study  fevers 
abandoning  areas  south  of  New  Orleans.  No  kidding,  just  throw  those  communities  away! 
Typical  New  Orleans  attitude.  The  real  problem  is  the  dumb  massive  levee  building  that  is 
accelerating  the  destruction  of  habitat,  its  pretty  much  a done  deal,  those  levee’s  are  not  going 
to  be  lowered  or  removed,  its  just  a matter  of  time  before  the  area  outside  the  existing  levee's 
becomes  open  water.  E\entuaiiy  the  river  will  change  its  flow  and  more  than  likely  move  its  delta 
to  the  Atchafeiaya  like  its  been  trying  to  do.  Nature  will  correct  what  man  altered  and  New 
Orleans  will  not  be  inhabitable. 


Like  Reply 


DamnCajunYankee  51  minutes  ago 

@buttercup  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  a New  Orleans  attitude~it  has  to  do  with  the 
reality  of  the  situation  and  where  (1)  population  is  concentrated  and  (2)  where 
economically  productive  infrastructure  and  businesses  are  located.  With  an  open 
stream  offending  and  willpower,  the  entire  coast  of  Louisiana  could  be  buffered.  Thafs 
a pipe  dream  though,  as  there  isn’t  close  to  enough  fending  OR  willpower  to  do  that 
(competency  is  another  challenge).  The  reality  is  that  the  vulnerability  is  increasing 
fester  than  our  [tepid]  response.  We  either  keep  delaying  hard  decisions  and  lose  this 
entire  area-eventually-or  we  make  tough  decisions  to  decide  which  areas  must  be 
"sacrificed"  to  protect  the  population  centers. 


Look,  I’m  not  saying  ifs  pleasant,  but  pleasantry  is  a luxury  we  don’t  have.  Folks 
required  to  relocate  will  receive  aid  and  fending  to  do  so  just  like  what  happens  with 
forced  relocation  elsewhere  in  this  country  for  developments,  environmental  projects, 
etc. 


Besides,  I dont  think  anyone  should  be  comfortable  with  making  the  population  and 
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economic  center  or  this  region  (micro-regionv)  more  vumeraDie  because  a relatively 
smai!  group  of  people  simpiy  LIKE  to  ii\e  in  a certain  area  for  the  amenities  there. 
That’s  the  tai!  wagging  the  dog. 


These  are  ail  probably  just  wasted  words  though,  as  I don’t  expect  this  state  to  stand 
up  and  make  a decision  in  time.  Pius,  there’s  no  money  here  (thank  you,  Bobby),  and 
the  feds  aren't  going  to  pony  up  ail  the  cash  unless  the  state  has  some  skin  in  the 
game.  And  the  person  who  will  likely  be  our  next  governor  has  a poor  record  of 
building  coalitions  and  really  getting  difficult  things  done  from  his  time  in  Washington, 
i hate  to  think  this  way,  I really  do,  but  I'm  trying  to  be  honest  with  myself. 


Like  Reply 


isuuuuuuuu  1 hour  ago 

It's  too  logical  so  it  won’t  be  appro\ed.  The  landowners  down  South  would  rather  rebuild  after 
every  storm  than  be  relocated  to  safer  land  Northward. 

Like  Reply 


DamnCajunYankee  1 hour  ago 

©isuuuuuuuu  Their  funds  to  rebuild  ha\e  to  be  cut  off.  They  should  be  pre\«nted 
from  getting  any  government  aid  and  insurance.  That  will  drive  their  decision  to  re- 
locate. 


Like  Reply 


WJOinfo  2 hours  ago 

Ya  think  maybe  they  could  just  move  the  New  Orleans  area  next  to  Cancun  or  Aruba?  Either  one 
would  be  great. I'd  be  glad  to  donate  the  money  that  I spend  to  go  down  there  to  the 
project 


Like  Reply 


taliyho2go  Hhoursago 

Right  now  the  Mississippi  River  levees  divert  200  million  tons  of  valuable  sediment  into  the  deep 
waters  of  the  gulf  yearly.  If  this  sediment  was  deposited  into  the  shallow  waters  further  north  it 
could  build  back  millions  of  acres  of  wetlands  yearly  building  up  the  Louisiana  coastline. 


It  would  already  be  doing  this  is  we  had  not  tampered  with  Mother  Nature  by  building  these 
levees  to  divert  this  land  building  sediment  away  from  our  coastline. 


Landowners  south  of  Port  Sulphur  will  fight  this  project  to  save  their  lands  but  eventually  Mother 
Nature  will  win  out  and  it  will  be  that  much  longer  before  we  can  save  the  entire  Louisiana 
southeastern  region  from  washing  away. 

1|^Like  Reply 

L3Q  12  hours  ago 

Babee,  U ain't  gotta  du  nuthin.  It  gonna  du  what  it  wanna  du. 


Like  Reply 

jfitz49  12  hours  ago 

! guess  they  never  heard  of  the  old  saying  you  can't  mess  with  Mother  Nature. 

1 ^Like  Reply 

datruthi  13  hours  ago 

How  about  letting  the  river  take  the  course  that  it  wants  to  take  to  the  Gulf  - down  the 
Atchatalaya  River. 


Like  Reply 

poiiytickin  13  hours  ago 

New  Orleans  will  be  in  the  Gulf  soon  anyways. 

1 ^Like  Reply 

Gimmee  14  hours  ago 

How  many  times  has  man  played  with  Mother  Nature  and  won? 
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study:  Air  pollution 
kills  3.3  million 
worldwide,  may 
double 

By  SETH  BORENSTEIN  (/content/seth-borenstein) 

Sep.  16,  2015  7:56  PM  EDT 


More  From  AP 

(http://blgstory.ap.org/artlcle/0dc2bd8f73a4490b858aa2a; 
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Indian  court  finds  12  guilty  in  2006 
Mumbai  train  bombings 
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man-unflt-trlal-death-hedge-fund-dad) 

Judge:  Man  unfit  for  trial  in  hedge- 
fund  founder  dad's  death 
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man-unTit-trial-death-hedge-Tun 
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2 photos 
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Michael  Moore:  'Ameriean 
exceptionalism  is  the  death  of  us' 
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FILE  - In  this  Sept.  1 0,  201 5 file  photo,  a 
man  covers  his  nose  during  a hazy  day  in 
Singapore.  Air...  Read  more 

WASHINGTON  (AP) — Air  pollution  is  killing  3.3 
million  people  a year  worldwide,  according  to  a 
new  study  that  includes  this  surprise:  Farming 
plays  a large  role  in  smog  and  soot  deaths  in 
industrial  nations. 

Scientists  in  Germany,  Cyprus,  Saudi  Arabia  and 
Harvard  University  calculated  the  most  detailed 
estimates  yet  of  the  toll  of  air  pollution,  looking  at 
what  caused  it.  The  study  also  projects  that  if 
trends  don't  change,  the  yearly  death  total  will 
double  to  about  6.6  million  a year  by  2050. 

The  study,  published  Wednesday  in  the  journal 
Nature,  used  health  statistics  and  computer 
models.  About  three  quarters  of  the  deaths  are 
from  strokes  and  heart  attacks,  said  lead  author 
Jos  Lelieveld  at  the  Max  Planck  Institute  for 
Chemistry  in  Germany. 

The  findings  are  similar  to  other  less  detailed 
pollution  death  estimates,  outside  experts  said. 

"About  6 percent  of  all  global  deaths  each  year 
occur  prematurely  due  to  exposure  to  ambient  air 
pollution.  This  number  is  higher  than  most  experts 
would  have  expected,  say,  10  years  ago,"  said 
Jason  West,  a University  of  North  Carolina 
environmental  sciences  professor  who  wasn't 
part  of  the  study  but  praised  it. 

Air  pollution  kills  more  than  HIV  and  malaria 
combined,  Lelieveld  said. 

With  nearly  1 .4  million  deaths  a year,  China  has 
the  most  air  pollution  fatalities,  followed  by  India 
with  645,000  and  Pakistan  with  1 1 0,000. 
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(http://www.healthgrades.com/) 


9 famous  athletes  who  beat  arthritis 
(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 
care/arthritis/9-famous-athletes-who-overcame- 
arthritis?cid=t1 1_rss4&cb=ap) 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right-care/skin- 

tetieT^OTthriaa^^lf&fliiasD-athlleteeertd^ 

deeirraatnDife>^iistlt1Xitife?Ud.=tsa48aM€^  p ) 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 

care/mental-health-and-behavior/signs-of- 

severe-anxiety?cid=tll_rss4&cb=ap) 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right-care/acl- 

surgery/top-causes-of-acl-tears? 

cid=tll_rss4&cb=ap) 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 

care/acne/is-it-acne-or-is-it-rosacea? 

ci(Theisfe_eiii4Mhtetp^  pushed  through  their 

(hS'ff  3 It  h g ra  d e s . CO  m/right- 

care/a  rthritis/9 -fa  mo  us -a  thletes -who  - 

dKra-oaHTCgaiWnwtisPcid  =tl  l_rss4&cb=a  p) 

(http://www.healthgrades.com  / ) 

5 skin  care  don'ts  for  psoriasis 
(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 
ca  re/pso  rias  is/f  ive-  s kin  - care-  d o nts  -fo  r- 
pso  rias  is  - s offerers  ? 
cid=tll_rss5&cb=ap) 


Simple  steps  to  keep  your  bones  strong 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 

care/osteoporosis/simple-steps-to- 

keep-your-bones-strong? 

cid=tll_rss5&cb=ap) 

10  things  women  should  know  about  their 
heart 

(http://www.healthgrades.com/right- 


1779709 


ED  000552A  00003378-00065 


The  United  States,  with  54,905  deaths  in  2010 
from  soot  and  smog,  ranks  seventh  highest  for  air 
pollution  deaths.  What's  unusual  is  that  the  study 
says  that  agriculture  caused  16,221  of  those 
deaths,  second  only  to  16,929  deaths  blamed  on 
power  plants. 

In  the  U.S.  Northeast,  all  of  Europe,  Russia, 

Japan  and  South  Korea,  agriculture  is  the  No.  1 
cause  of  the  soot  and  smog  deaths,  according  to 
the  study.  Worldwide,  agriculture  is  the  No.  2 
cause  with  664,100  deaths,  behind  the  more  than 
1 million  deaths  from  in-home  heating  and 
cooking  done  with  wood  and  other  biofuels  in 
developing  world. 

The  problem  with  farms  is  ammonia  from  fertilizer 
and  animal  waste,  Lelieveld  said.  That  ammonia 
then  combines  with  sulfates  from  coal-fired  power 
plants  and  nitrates  from  car  exhaust  to  form  the 
soot  particles  that  are  the  big  air  pollution  killers, 
he  said.  In  London,  for  example,  the  pollution  from 
traffic  takes  time  to  be  converted  into  soot,  and 
then  it  is  mixed  with  ammonia  and  transported 
downwind  to  the  next  city,  he  said. 

"We  were  very  surprised,  but  in  the  end  it  makes 
sense,"  Lelieveld  said.  He  said  the  scientists  had 
assumed  that  traffic  and  power  plants  would  be 
the  biggest  cause  of  deadly  soot  and  smog. 

Agricultural  emissions  are  becoming  increasingly 
important  but  are  not  regulated,  said  Allen 
Robinson,  an  engineering  professor  at  Carnegie 
Mellon  University,  who  wasn't  part  of  the  study  but 
praised  it. 

Ammonia  air  pollution  from  farms  can  be  reduced 
"at  relatively  low  costs,"  Robinson  said.  "Maybe 
this  will  help  bring  more  attention  to  the  issue." 
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In  the  central  United  States,  the  main  cause  of 
soot  and  smog  premature  deaths  is  power  plants; 
in  much  of  the  West,  it's  traffic  emissions. 

Jason  West  and  other  outside  scientists  did 
dispute  the  study's  projections  that  deaths  would 
double  by  2050.  That's  based  on  no  change  in  air 
pollution.  West  and  others  said  it's  likely  that 
some  places,  such  as  China,  will  dramatically  cut 
their  air  pollution  by  2050. 

And  Lelieveld  said  that  if  the  world  reduces  a 
different  air  pollutant  — carbon  dioxide,  the  main 
gas  causing  global  warming  — soot  and  smog 
levels  will  be  reduced  as  well,  in  a "win-win 
situation  in  both  directions." 


Online: 

Nature:  http://www.nature.com/nature 
(http://www.nature.com/nature) 


Seth  Borenstein  can  be  followed  at 
h tt  p : //tw  itte  r.co  m/b  o re  n b ea  rs 
(http://twitter.com/borenbears) 
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EPA  chief  tel  Is  Boozman:  Agency  did  not  shirk  responsibility  in  mine  spill 
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EPA  chief  tells  Boozman:  Agency  did  not  shirk 
responsibility  in  mine  spill 


By  The  Associated  Press 

This  article  was  published  September  16,  2015  at  1:37  p.m. 
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illMiilifcATIONS 


An  Environmental  Protection  Agency  contractor  works  on  the  clean  up  in  the  aftermath  of  the  blowout  at  the  Gold  King  mine,  which  triggered 
a major  spill  of  toxic  wastewater,  outside  Siiverton,  Colo.,  Wednesday,  Aug.  12,  2015. 


Comment  (1) 


WASHINGTON  - The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  dismissed  complaints 
Wednesday  by  Republican  lawmakers  that  her  agency  downplayed  the  seriousness  of  a toxic  mine 
spill  that  fouled  rivers  in  three  Western  states. 


EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  called  the  spill  caused  by  her  agency  "tragic  and  unfortunate"  and 
said  the  EPA  has  taken  responsibility  to  ensure  that  3 million  gallons  of  rust-colored  sludge 
released  into  Colorado’s  Animas  River  is  cleaned  up.  The  Aug.  5 spill  occurred  during  excavation 
work  at  an  inactive  gold  mine  near  Siiverton,  Colo. 


Republican  senators  charged  at  a hearing  Wednesday  that  EPA  is  treating  itself  more  gingerly  than 
if  a private  company  were  responsible  for  the  spill,  which  sent  lead,  arsenic  and  other  heavy 
metals  rushing  toward  downstream  communities.  The  spill  contaminated  rivers  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  Utah,  as  well  as  in  the  Navajo  Nation  and  Southern  Ute  Reservation. 


Sen.  John  Boozman,  R Ark. , said  the  EPA  employed  a "double  standard"  in  responding  to  the 
Colorado  spill.  While  the  agency  at  times  adopts  an  aggressive,  even  "heavy-handed"  approach  to 
regulating  companies,  Boozman  told  McCarthy,  "your  initial  reaction  [to  the  Colorado  spill]  was  to 
downplay  the  severity  of  it." 
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EPA  chief  tel  Is  Boozman:  Agency  did  not  shirk  responsibility  in  mine  spill 


Boozman  said  he  was  appalled  at  McCarthy's  comment,  during  an  Aug.  13  visit  to  New  Mexico,  that 
the  Animas  River  was  "restoring  itself." 

"That  was  done  very,  very  poorly,"  he  told  McCarthy  at  a hearing  conducted  by  the  Senate 
Environment  and  Public  Works  Committee. 

"There's  no  way  EPA  should  have  downplayed  this.  I certainly  did  not,"  McCarthy  replied. 
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